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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
January 23, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 7:06PM.  
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Mark Cobb Sr.-Vice Chair, 
 Bill Baron, AnnaMarie DeMars and Diane Cota   
 
 Community Members Present:  Jeff Martin, Kate C. O’Neil, Shevonne Travers, Joe Longo, 

Melissa Boutin, Lisa Cassidy and Rachael Griggs.   
 
II. GUESTS:  Recreation Department Members:  Jeff Martin, Kate C. O’Neil, Shevonne 

Travers and Lisa Cassidy were present to discuss the FY 18 budget for Recreation 
Department.  The Selectboard ask the committee members to consider reducing their budget 
request and that they could go into the Lister’s office to discuss it.  They returned and their 
decision was discussed under new business. 

  
 Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 
 
III. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES:  Diane made a motion to approve the 

minutes of January 16, 2017.  Mark seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: 

Road Commissioner Position: Adam reported that up until 1985 the Road Commissioner 
was an elected position.  Going forward it became an appointed position.  The Town had 
never voted to change it.  The Board discussed the positions of Road Commissioner and 
Facilities Maintenance Manager.  It was decided to divide them into two separate positions.  
They discussed also the responsibilities of these two positions.  Melissa Boutin, Town 
Clerk/Treasurer talked about the replacement carpet and tile project at the Town Offices and 
said it took a large amount of effort to facilitate the job.  ZAO, Listers and personnel worked 
hard to not incur more expense by disassembling, moving furniture, packing/unpacking and 
reassembling the improvements in the offices. Facilities Maintenance Manager was not 
involved at all.   
 
Mark makes a motion to add to the March 2017 Town Meeting that is taking place in March 
of this year an article stating the following:  Shall the voters of the Town approve the 
appointment of the Road Commissioner by the Selectboard pursuant to 17VSA Sub Section 
2651.  AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
 
Bill makes a motion to dissolve the position of Road Commissioner and Facilities 
Maintenance Manager as defined on February 5, 2016 to cease and designate the position as 
two different positions.  One being Road Commissioner with a salary not to exceed $2000 per 
year based on $20 per hour and to establish a second position as Municipal Facilities 
Manager with a salary not to exceed $3000 per year based on $20 per hour.  The Municipal 
Facilities Manager position will be appointed by the Selectboard using their draft policy for 
recruitment.  Diane seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
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Recreation Committee:  The Recreation Committee returned and said they will be level 
funding and asking for $14,000 this year and $1000 is budgeted for the soccer program 
registrations.  Shevonne asked if Grand Isle has anyone to write grants for the Town because 
we are missing out and other small towns are getting these small grants.  Adam said he would 
e-mail VLCT to see how other towns do.  Also discussed was the description of the person 
the Recreation Committee would like to hire as a project manager. 
 
Municipal Budget:  Adam said Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk/Treasurer has worked very hard 
to update the spread sheet and met with him and Bill on Friday to go over the numbers. 
Melissa said what you are seeing is the revenue from the Town, not the School.  The 
expenses and services were discussed.  This year there is a decrease of $11,787.  Melissa said 
Grand Isle Fire/Rescue Communication switched from St Albans Dispatch to Shelburne 
Dispatch, which is the reason for the savings.  $25,000 has paid out already (GICMAA) 60% 
will be returned and will be put back into the general fund. All other expenses and services 
were discussed.   
 
Lake Champlain Economic Development Corporation:  The Board discussed the previous 
request (of $1500 from Jan Marinelli) from LCEDC.  Bill said she was asked to get the 
required number of signatures.  We have a process in place that has been well established.  
Adam said we have three options.  One is to put it under office expenses, option two is to put 
it on the ballot without the signatures and three is to do nothing.  Melissa suggested another 
option is to be consistent with the policy you put forward as far as those asking that would 
like a monetary amount to do it by a petition and come up with something different next year.  
The Board discussed coming up with a new position on this next year.  
 
Bill makes a motion that due to a lack of a valid petition with adequate number signatures to 
have the article placed on the ballot in the amount $1500 for Economic Development that we 
not allocate $1500 to Economic Development.  Diane seconds, three in favor, two appose, 
motion passes.   
 
Poratti Property Loan:  The Selectboard and Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk/Treasurer 
discussed the options for paying off the loan for buying the Poratti Property.  She said there is 
$164,000 in the general fund.   The money could come from the general fund to pay off the 
bond and there would still be an adequate amount left.  Melissa said the change in the 
municipal tax rate will be down .0056%.  The fire station bond won’t come into effect until 
2019.   With paying this bond off the Town will be debt free other than the Highway 
Department. 
 
Diane made a motion to pay off the Poratti Property Bond with a part of the uncommitted and 
spendable $164,000 general fund balance for the $88,000 principal balance plus interest.  
AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
 
Grand Isle Service Award:  The Board discussed this year’s recipients of the Grand Isle 
Service Award and what the awards would be.  This year’s recipients will be Donnie and Fay 
Chamberlin, Brian Welch and John Lawrence and they discussed what the gifts would be.
            
Clerk of the Works Contract with Linc Prescott:  Diane makes a motion to sign the 
contract for services between the Town of Grand Isle and LP Construction Consulting.  
AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
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Mark signed the Clerk of the Works Contract with LP Construction Consulting contract.  
 
Bill asked the Board and received permission to work with Melissa Boutin again this year to 
put the power point together for the Town Report. 
 
Adams Landing Road:  Diane said she had a discussion with a resident of Adams Landing 
Road about a corner of the road when graded.  This person has to go out and make channels 
so the water would run off.  He would be contacting the Highway Department.  Diane said 
she wanted to mention this to the Selectboard as well.  AnnaMarie said years ago the Town 
wanted to pave this road and the residents presented a petition not to have it paved.  
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
Road Miles Confirmation:  Mark makes a motion to approve the 2017 certificate of 
highway miles.  Bill seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
 
Finalize Budgets:  The Selectboard discussed the budgets and Melissa gave the amounts that 
will be in the Town Report.   
Because the Highway, Library and Cemetery Departments each have monies left from last 
years budget and will be put it into their fund balance the Selectboard had requested they 
reduce their budget this year. The three declined to do this.  Bill said he feels these budget 
requests should be lower to give the taxpayers a break.  Mark said it’s the taxpayer’s money 
and shouldn’t go into each department’s fund balance.   
 
All the budgets were finalized. 
 

VI.  REVIEW ORDERS and PAY BILLS:  None Held 
 
VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   None Held 
  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT:  AnnaMarie makes a motion to adjourn at 9:38.  Diane seconds, all 

in favor, motion passes. 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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