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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
February 27, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 6:05PM.  
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Mark Cobb Sr.-Vice Chair, 
 Bill Baron, AnnaMarie DeMars and Diane Cota   
 
 Community Members Present:  Jay DeBono, Tammy DeBono and Rachael Griggs.  Ron 

Bushway attended at 7:00pm 
  
 Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 
 
III. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES:  None Held 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
 Two Curb Cut Permits:  Adam explained the two requests for curb cuts. 
 
 Mark makes a motion to accept the application for a curb cut for Chadwick Pepin’s driveway 

application on 28 Pearl Street.  Bill seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
 Mark amended the motion by adding Cynthia Pepin’s name. 
 
 Mark makes a motion to accept the application from Stephen Bellows for a curb cut at 4A 

Moccasin Avenue.  AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
  
 Island Hub Annual Liquor License Renewals: 
 AnnaMarie makes a motion to approve two applications from Island Hub, one for malt and 

vinous beverages and one for spiritus liquor.  Bill seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
 
Recreation Committee Reappointments:   
Diane makes a motion to reappoint Kate O’Neill, Jeff Martin and David Graham to their 
terms on the Grand Isle Recreation Committee.  Mark seconds, all in favor, motion passes. 
 
DRB Letter of Appeal:  Adam stated he had a phone conversation with Howard DeMars, 
DRB Chair, a couple weeks ago asking permission to reach out to the Town Attorney. The 
following was discussed: 

1. A DRB conditional use permit was denied. 
2. Howard DeMars, DRB Chair discovered after the DRB denial that the ZAO wrote a 

letter regarding the matter that the DRB interprets as the ZAO approving of the 
project. 

3. Adam read Town Bylaw 2.7 Powers and Duties as defined in 24 VSA Section 4460.  
This was a conditional use approval. 

4. When a ruling in favor of or against the applicant either party could appeal it and it 
goes to the Environmental Court.  

5. Town Attorney has never seen a ZAO do this before.  In the meantime he drafted a 
letter to the DRB as a Notice of Appeal. 

6. The DRB will be re-hearing this, possibly in the next 60 days, to come up with a 
decision on whether the ZAO was in line with our Bylaws or not. 
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7. The purpose of this meeting was to inform all that the (Selectboard) have officially 
filed an appeal with the DRB to have them review the matter and to have them look 
at all the facts. 

 
Jay DeBono, property owner asked to speak.  He first asked AnnaMarie DeMars to recuse 
herself as her husband; Howard DeMars is the chair of the DRB.  AnnaMarie agreed to his 
request. 

1. Jay DeBono said he applied for a permit to store campers on his property during the 
winter months.   

2. When meeting with the DRB they did not know where he lived nor did they notice 
the campers on his property.   

3. Jay DeBono said according to the Town Bylaws he firmly believed that he didn’t 
need to apply for a permit.  It’s not a junkyard. 

4. When the permit was denied he researched the Bylaws on line and reached out to the 
ZAO. 

5. Jay DeBono asked if it is the goal of the DRB to deny reasonable permits? 
6. Jay DeBono said he felt during the DRB meeting the other members of the DRB 

were in favor, only the DRB Chair was against it and they went into a private 
meeting.  Jay then received the letter denying his request.  

Adam said the ZAO should have received notice it was denied.  The issue is how this was 
handled.   
Jay DeBono said he would stand by the decision of the Town. 
 
Adam said Jay and Tammy DeBono would be informed when the next DRB meeting will be 
held.  They thanked the Board and left.   
AnnaMarie said she will have a lot to say after and that she doesn’t have to recuse herself any 
longer. 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Annex Update:  Bill said the Town should have received the administrative amendment from 

the Act 250 coordinator.  There shouldn’t be anything else to do other then what we have to 
do here locally to record.  Mark will let Town Attorney Dave Rugh know we are ready. 

 
 Fire Station Update:   

1. Bill received an email from Nate Hayward stating he will have the final figures 
together in a day or two.   

2. We will need to hold a special meeting to look at his figures.   
3. There is a meeting tonight with Nate Hayward, Hayward Design, David Roy, 

Wiemann and Lamphere Architects and G.I.V.F.D. Chief Todd Boutin.   
  

4. Bill said he hopes to be there as well to discuss the stand-by generator capacity.  
5. Pierson Engineering still has us set at a 75KW to 100KW capacity generator.   
6. David Roy said it should be in the 20KW to 25KW range.   
7. 75KW to 100KW means you are lighting up the entire building with every appliance 

being turned on at the exact same moment.   
8. It is expensive to have that size generator and all the wiring and paneling that go with 

a generator of that magnitude.   
9. Tonight’s meeting is to parse out what systems are absolutely necessary, heat, lights, 

sewer pumps, garage doors and such.   
10. Bill said he asked Nate Hayward if we were still in the $1.3 million dollar range.  

Nate said we are a little North of that but it is with the expensive generator.   
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11. We need to coordinate efforts such as using funds raised by the Fire Department and 
how we plan to coordinate it.  

12. Mark asked about a start date.   
13. Bill said Nate knows we are pushing for a March start date will let everyone know as 

soon as he has news.   
  
 Town Meeting Prep:  Adam asked if everyone could meet at the Town Office on March 5th 

at 12:00 noon to go over the agenda and power point.  Bill said Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk 
was nice enough to update all the figures from last years power point.  Adam will talk with 
the school regarding a projector.  Adam will reach out to the Town Clerk and Moderator. 

 
 School:  AnnaMarie said she was asked if a permit was required for interior remodeling 

inside the school.  She said the school wants to build a small room that they can close a child 
into when they don’t like how the child is acting.  This is called an isolation room.  
AnnaMarie said this is legal but it is not right.  Adam suggested the party inquiring call the 
ZAO and should attend the School Board meeting at Town Meeting.  The School Board 
meeting starts at 6:00pm and the Selectboard at 7:30pm. 

  
 Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner asked for help filling out the Army Core of Engineer 

grants for ditching on the culvert project and would like permission to ask Tyler Billingsley, 
East Engineering for help.  Adam gave permission. 

 
 Bill asked if the (Selectboard) meeting was close to ending.  AnnaMarie asked if we were 

going into executive session.  Adam said no because there is nothing we can do.  He was 
hoping the attorney would have more information to them but until the DRB comes up with a 
decision we are in limbo.  We have to go through the proper channels.  The attorney made a 
decision that we are appealing (the ZAO decision) so now it has to go through the DRB 
appeal process.   

 
 Diane said what bothers her is no one has talked to Jeff (Parizo, ZAO) at all to know where 

he is coming from. 
   
 Bill said he needs to be clear as to what we expect in the decision making process and the 

potential outcomes from the DRB hearing.  Are they meeting to hear the DeBono case again?  
Adam said they are meeting to hear the ZAO granting a conditional use permit for the 
DeBono property on US Route 2.   

  
VII. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   Mark makes a motion to go into executive session at 7:10 on 

February 27.  Bill seconds.  Mark has to state why and changes to the wording to include “a 
personal matter in regards to the ZAO’s conduct.  It’s not just one, it’s plural.”   
Adam asked if there is any discussion.  Diane said yes and the following was discussed.   

1. Diane said first of all if we are going to go in (executive session) and talk about the 
issue; the people involved should be invited to say what was going on and what their 
thoughts were.   

2. Other people who know about zoning rules should be invited as well. 
3. Wouldn’t Linda (Effel) know the laws and the ins and outs?  We can’t go into 

executive session without these people there.   
4. Adam said we want to hear both sides.   
5. We have no ruling at this point.   
6. We want to get the information understood by everyone and the next steps.                                 
7. We can’t talk to the DRB until the next hearing.   If we do it would be considered Ex 

Parte communication and could throw out the whole thing.   
            02-27-17 
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8. Bill said he is trying to understand what our expectations are about this DRB hearing 
and where do we go from there.  Bill said he was not going to make a decision and is 
confused about the issue. 

9. Mark said his reason for going into executive session is because it is going to involve 
conversations of Town personnel.   

10. Diane said she wants to know if when we go into executive session if we are going to 
be making decisions in there.   

11. Mark said he is not making any commitment.   
12. Adam said his intent is to just provide information, whether it is the references to the 

DRB, ZAO information that we have or from the Bylaws itself without a decision 
being made.  We are not at an area where we can have a decision but rather at the 
beginning of discussion stages about the information we have.   He did not intend to 
have a decision.   

13. Mark said it’s quite clear nobody will do anything about anything that Jeff does so 
we won’t have that decision and that’s fine but we can have it in the executive 
session. 

 Adam asks if there is any more discussion.   
1. Diane said AnnaMarie has to remove herself.   
2. AnnaMarie said she does not have to recuse herself.  She said she has things to point 

out that weren’t brought out in this meeting.   
3. Diane read the section in the statue about conflict of interest.  She said her 

understanding is that when someone has direct personal interest of a public official or 
the official’s spouse…in the outcome of…application it is considered a conflict of 
interest.  They could talk to each other and bring out information to a person like the 
head of the DRB.   

4. Bill said it’s been his observation in the last couple years that Howard DeMars uses 
discretion and does not discuss issues with AnnaMarie. 

  
 With that Adam asks for a vote, four in favor, one abstain, motion passes 
  
 Bill makes a motion to come out of executive session at 7:55 on February 27, 2017 with the 

decision that Selectboard Chairman Adam White will talk with ZAO Jeff Parizo to get an 
interpretation of Jeff’s letters regarding the DeBono DRB decision.  Mark seconds, all in 
favor, motion passes. 

  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT:  AnnaMarie makes a motion to adjourn at 7:56.  Marks seconds, all 

in favor, motion passes. 
  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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