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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
April 3, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 7:02PM.  
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Bill Baron-Vice Chair, 
 AnnaMarie DeMars and Jeff Parizo 
  
 Board Members Not Present: Diane Cota 
 
 Community Members Present: William LeClair, Donna LeClair, Ronnie Bushway, Lynda 

Morgan Gardiner, Ilene Morgan, Claudia K. Tudhope, Kristy Wheel, Ben Ingalls, Melissa 
Boutin, Sue Lawrence and Rachael Griggs 

 
II. GUESTS:  Ilene Morgan and Lynda Morgan Gardiner:  Dog Ordinance Discussion:  

1. Ilene Morgan read a list of objections and concerns she has regarding the Grand Isle 
Dog Ordinance recently approved by the Selectboard. 

2. Adam said the reason for this new policy was to broaden it to make sure it includes 
attacks on other animals and not just people.  The Selectboard is more concerned 
with severe cases such as repeat offender dog bites then dogs just barking.  In these 
cases it gets moved up to the Selectboard.   

3. Lynda said she feels it should be stated that a complaint would be investigated.  
AnnaMarie said she thought this was understood.   

4. Adam said we do have a complaint form and could add it on there as well saying it 
would be fully investigated. 

5. Discussion about dogs barking.  Bill said he would encourage them to look at the 
historical perspective on this.  He doesn’t recall a situation where a there has been 
severe action taken against a dog for barking.  It’s very clear the enforcement is by 
the Town Constable, Police Officer, Animal Control Officer and Humane Officer.  

6. Jeff suggested asking the Animal Control Officer to provide a monthly or bi-monthly 
report on offensive incidents to the Selectboard.  Possibly a spreadsheet with the 
names of those he talked to, the dog owner and dog’s names, date of the offence and 
the resolution. 

7. Donna asked if there is a leash law and was told there is a State leash law.  She said 
she feels it’s unreasonable for an animal to be constantly loose.   

8. Sue Lawrence made the comment that isn’t this is what all our laws and bylaws and 
ordinances are written about or for?  That a person doing an investigation of any kind 
would have something to go by.  These are just rules for that person to go by.  Not 
everything needs to be investigated.  These are the parameters around the rules. 

After further discussion Ilene Morgan said even though they feel some of the ordinance is too 
severe they feel the Selectboard has a handle on the situation.  Adam will reach out to Todd 
Boutin, Animal Control Officer to provide any information he has. 
Adam thanks them for coming in. 

 
 Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 
 
III. REVIEW and APPROVE MINUTES:  Jeff makes a motion to approve the minutes for 

March 20, 2017.  Bill seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
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 Letter from Harry Graves – Waiving a Zoning Fee:   
 At 7:48 Jeff Parizo recused himself and went to the other side of the table to represent the 

Zoning Department.  Adam read the letter received from Harry Graves requesting the second 
permit fee of $510 be waived.  Jeff reported that because of the neighbor’s questions after the 
permit was issued the neighbors filed a complaint and took the matter to civil court, which 
settled itself out.  The neighbor passed away and the matter was resolved.  The permit ran out 
because of the court action.  Mr. Graves said he plans to rebuild a year-round structure on the 
original footprint.   

 
 Bill made a motion to waive the need to submit an additional $510 when he secures the 

updated permit.  AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
 
 Jeff returns to the Selectboard at 7:52. 
 
 Donaldson Park Land Expansion Project:  Adam said Shevonne Travers asked if the 

Selectboard would be in favor of her to approaching Craig Whipple, Director of Parks about 
seeing the option for acquiring more land to the west of Donaldson Park.  It could be used 
only for recreational purposes, we couldn’t put a Town Office or garage there.  Bill said he 
thinks there needs a comprehensive plan use for that land.  Jeff thinks all the sports for Grand 
Isle could be centralized there.  All Board members agree to have Shevonne contact Mr. 
Whipple. 

 
 GIVFD Coin Drop:  Ben Ingalls from the Grand Isle Volunteer Fire Department said he has 

reached out to the State to hold a coin drop on Saturday, July 1, 2017.  Ben said he has a list 
of requirements and applications needed.  Bill said the problem in the past was with the 
insurance company.  Ben said he will be sure to check on it.  The Board agreed that as long as 
the State doesn’t have any issues we (Selectboard) don’t have an issue and Adam signed the 
letter.   

 
 NRPC Appointment:  David Leslie-Borthwick said he would like to be reappointed to NRPC. 
 Bill makes a motion to appoint David Leslie-Borthwick to the Northwest Regional Planning 

Commission.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
 

Town Attorney Regarding Second Stage Letters:   
 Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk’s brief explanation the process:   

The Selectboard needs to approve Stitzel, Page & Fletcher's involvement with the 2nd stage 
delinquent tax process for 10 parcels that have made no attempt to clear up property taxes 
owed.  With this approval, any fees incurred for legal, advertising or any other cost associated 
with a tax sale will be incurred by the property owner or purchaser of said property. 

 
 Bill makes a motion to approve the second stage work by Stitzel Page and Fletcher for the 10 

properties that have no payment plans in place to clear delinquent property taxes contingent 
on the clear explanation on the fees and the recoup process.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and 
motion passes. 

             
 Liquor Licenses:  The Selectboard received notices for liquor license approval for the year 

2017.  
1. A&B Beverage – second class licenses to sell malt and vinos beverages. 
2. Café at the Gallery – first class restaurant and bar licenses to sell malt and vinos 

beverages. 
3. Grand Isle Lake House – second class licenses to sell malt and vinos beverages. 
4. Grand Isle Lake House – for outside consumption permit so they can drink 100-200  
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 yards from the property for their concerts and weddings.          

5. Ladd’s Landing and Marina – second class license to sell malt and vinos beverages. 
 
Bill makes a motion to approve Ladd’s Landing and Marina, A & B Beverage, two Grand Isle 
Lake House and Café at the Gallery liquor licenses for the 2017 liquor license year.  Jeff 
seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

  
 Town Insurance:  For any type of work the Town needs a copy of proof of General Liability 

Insurance listing the Town of Grand Isle as the additional insured. Municipal type function is 
when the Town needs proof of Workers Compensation Insurance. 

 
 Sue Lawrence said if the Town contracts with someone to do work and they do not have 

workers compensation the Town would be liable.  If the Town has paid out Workers 
Compensation and that company can show proof of insurance the Town will be reimbursed.   

 
 Bill said their needs to be a policy that wraps around contracts and define certain levels.  He 

will check with the state as to how they do it and it will be discussed at our next meeting. 
 
 Tree Warden Training:  Bill said he would like to attend a tree warden conference on May 

4 in Montpelier.  There is a cost for this and the Board agreed he should attend. 
 
 Island Excavating:  Jeff recuses himself at 8:16 from this discussion and leaves the table.  

Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner said there needs to be a change order at Marycrest Beach. 
Fish and Wildlife requires a secondary culvert at Marycrest Beach so the fish can go through 
to spawn.  The Town road crew will do the work at the cost of $6000 that will come out of 
the grant money. 

 
 Bill makes a motion to approve the Island Excavating Corp. pavement cut approximately 10 

feet wide and install a 70-foot x 24-inch plastic culvert and backfill with material on site for a 
price of $6000.  AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

  
 Jeff returns to the Selectboard meeting at 8:19. 
 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Fire Station Update:  Bill said he has the contract for the approval and signature for the new 

fire station to be signed tonight.  He summarized the spreadsheet he provided. 
 

1) Fire Station final cost summary presented: 
Available funds as of February 2017: $1,531,562.00 
Total estimated project cost*:             $1,505,995.00 
                                                     Delta         $25,567.00 
*Excluding items provided by the Grand Isle Volunteer Fire Dept., Inc. 

 
2) Construction agreement between Hayward Design Build and the Town of Grand Isle for 

construction of a new Fire Station was reviewed and approved. 
3) Letter of Credit (LOC) agreement was reviewed and approved.  
4) Notice to Proceed was reviewed and approved. 
5) Melissa Boutin, Treasurer GIVFD, reported the $15,000.00 BGS grant funds have been 

received. 
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6) An additional quote was received for Builders Risk Insurance. Selectboard granted 
permission for Bill Baron to seek professional guidance in reviewing the two proposals 
and quotes and allowing Bill to select the provider offering the best coverage.  

7) Groundbreaking ceremony discussed. Bill Baron and Todd Boutin, Fire Chief to plan 
and coordinate event. 

8) No decision was reached on disposal of wood from large Red Maple tree, which is 
destined for removal once construction begins.   

9) Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk, contacted Peoples United and Vermont Bond Bank for 
financing information. 

10) Bill Baron contacted Renee Piche, Municipal Leasing Corp., to explore financing 
options. Renee is waiting for financial information from Melissa Boutin. 

 
To Do: 
1) Future building specific fund raising discussion between GIVFD and Selectboard. 
2) Secure Nate Hayward’s signature on contract, LOC agreement and Notice to Proceed. 
3) Select and purchase Builder’s Risk Insurance. 
4) Receive and review Hayward insurance coverage. 
5) Receive Letter of Credit from Nate Hayward. 
6) Schedule a preconstruction meeting with appropriate parties.  
7) Finalize financing method. 

 
 Bill said the ground breaking can start anytime between the time the contract takes place and 

April 30, 2017.  Bill and Todd will discuss a groundbreaking ceremony soon.  The estimated 
date of completion is ten months. 

 The Selectboard discussed a few items of question. 
 
 Bill makes a motion to approve the construction agreement between NMH Real Estate dba 

Hayward Design Build and the Town of Grand Isle for the construction of a new fire station 
in the amount of $1,493,085 and as presented in the construction agreement and all the 
associated exhibits presented here this evening.  AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor and motion 
passes. 

 
 Bill makes a motion to approve the letter of credit between NMH Real Estate dba as Hayward 

Build Design and the Town of Grand Isle for the credit amount of $130,000.  AnnaMarie 
seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Bill makes a motion that the Selectboard allows Bill to make a decision on the Builders Risk 

Insurance once he has more information from a reliable source on the two policies that has 
been offered up.  One policy is for $5,080 and the other is for $3,330.00.  Jeff seconds, all in 
favor and motion passes. 

                                               
 Annex Update:  Jeff and AnnaMarie will attend the School Board meeting on April 10 to see 

if the School still wants to take over the Annex Building.  They will gather information a 
report at a future Selectboard meeting.  The main issue is who will own the waste water 
system.  Also, if the Annex is turned over to the school the Town retains a 40% to 50% 
easement to the waste water system.   

 Adam will meet with Mark Cobb and get the paper work that goes with this. 
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 Highway Department Update:  Ron Bushway said he contacted Michael Golden about the 
downed traffic light on Rt. 2 & Hyde Road who didn’t recall visiting the site last year.  He 
gave Ron the name of Derik Lyman who said they are going to change things around, maybe 
have two lights.  He said this wouldn’t be done in the near future.  Jeff suggested a call to a 
representative about safety concerns especially with the fire department. 

 
 Lights in the Town Office:  AnnaMarie makes a motion to use DC Energy for replacement 

of the lights in the Town Office to go to LED lights for a total project not to exceed $4,387 
with the intent of getting a rebate of $60 per LED linear foot fixture, which will bring the net 
project cost to $2,107.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Melissa wondered if the ceiling should be fixed first.  Ron will check on it. 
 
 Ron said the culvert work on East Shore North Road at Marycrest Beach would hopefully 

start Wednesday. 
 
 Ron and Brad will be attending a meeting this week put on by NRPC discussing initial road 

permits and shared Services.  
 
 Ron has received another quote for the heater in the library.  He met with Dwaine Cormier, 

DC Energy about heat pumps who said in 10-degree weather they aren’t very efficient.  Ron 
called Chucks Heating who will check the furnace to see if it is sized properly and will check 
all the vent pipes.  Ron said we should wait to replace anything and put everything together. 

 
VI.  REVIEW ORDERS and PAY BILLS: Bill makes a motion to review orders and pay bills 

AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
 
 Adam signed the construction agreement between NMH Real Estate dba Hayward Design 
 Build and the Town of Grand Isle for the construction of a new fire station.  Rachael Griggs
 witnessed the signing.   
 
 Bill makes a motion to approve the Notice to Proceed letter.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and 
 motion passes. 
  

VII. EXECUTIVE SSESSION:  AnnaMarie makes a motion to go into executive session at 
9:2pm regarding a personnel matter.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Bill makes a motion to come out of executive session at 9:35 with no action taken saying it is 

just a general update. 
 
 Bill makes a motion to go into executive session at 9:36pm to discuss the DRB appeal to go 

over attorney correspondence discussion. AnnaMarie seconds, Jeff recuses himself and leaves 
the building, motion passes. 

 
 Bill makes a motion to come of of executive session at 9:48pm on April 3, 2017 stating he is 

going to entertain three motions. 
  
 First motion.  Bill makes a motion to authorize the Town to appeal the Zoning Administrative 

Officers February 15, 2017 re-amended letter regarding recreational vehicle storage on the 
DeBono property at 36 US Rt. 2 to the Development Review Board and to be represented by 
the Town’s attorney at said appeal.  AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor and motion passes.  
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 Second motion.  Bill makes a motion to ratify the Town’s filing on February 24, 2017 of it’s 
notice of appeal of the Zoning Administrative Officers February 15, 2017 re-amended letter 
regarding recreational vehicle storage on the DeBono property at 37 US Rt. 2 to the DRB.  
AnnaMarie seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Third motion.  Bill makes a motion to ratify the vote taken or action taken or discussion had 

by the Selectboard at it’s February 27, 2017 meeting authorizing regarding the Town’s appeal 
of the Zoning Administrative Officers February 15, 2017 re-amended letter regarding 
recreational vehicle storage on the DeBono property at 37 US Rt. 2 to the DRB.   

 Anna seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
 
 Adam said he will let the attorney know of the decision of the appeals at 7:00pm on this wed. 

April 5th. 
 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT:  AnnaMarie makes a motion to adjourn at 10:50pm.   Bill seconds, all 

in favor and motion passes. 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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