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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
May 15, 2017 

 
At 6:30pm Selectboard members Adam White and Bill Baron (Diane Cota arrived a 
little later) along with Scott and Rachael Griggs met at the site of the new fire station.  
Adam and Bill explained the layout and where the various rooms will be.  Bill 
described the septic, water and electrical systems.  It is coming along very well.  At 
6:55 we left to go to the Town office for the Selectboard meeting. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.  
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Bill Baron-Vice Chair, 
 AnnaMarie DeMars, Diane Cota and Jeff Parizo  
 
 Community Members Present:  Ron Bushway, Bill and Donna LeClair, Melissa Boutin and 

Rachael Griggs 
 
II. GUESTS:  None 
  
 Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 
 
III. REVIEW and APPROVE MINUTES: Bill makes a motion to accept the minutes of  
 May 1, 2017.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
Jeff makes a motion to accept the minutes of May 12, 2017.  AnnaMarie seconds, three 
approve, Bill and Diane abstain, as they were not at the meeting, motion passes. 

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
 Town Health Officer:  Adam received an email from the VT Department of Health stating 

because we (Selectboard) didn’t appoint a Health Officer for the Town of Grand Isle by the 
deadline of April 30, 2017 the Selectboard Chair is immediately appointed.  For the time 
being Adam is Grand Isle Town Health Officer.  He has to hold this position for the full 
month of May.  Adam listed the following that needs approval of the Selectboard: 

1. Accept Adams resignation of Town Health Officer effect May 31, 2017. 
2. Appoint Ron Bushway Deputy Health Officer. 
3. Ron Bushway, come June 1, 2017 becomes Grand Isle Health Officer for the 

remainder of the three year term.  Ron will resign as Deputy Health Officer when he 
becomes Health Officer. 

 
Diane makes a motion to accept the three above motions as stated above.  Jeff seconds, Adam 
abstains, four approve and motion passes. 
 
Sheriff Department Contract:  Diane makes a motion to approve the G.I. Sheriff’s budget 
for the FY 2018.  Bill seconds, Jeff abstains, four approve and motion passes. 

 
 Planning Commission:  Bill wanted to let the Selectboard be aware he is attending the 

Planning Commission meeting tomorrow night to make the PC aware of some of the things 
he has said at Selectboard meetings about the planning process.  Things like shared services, 
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certain buildings, public involvement and public scoping.  He said he just wants the PC to be 
aware of what we have discussed here in the past. 

 Adam agrees it’s a good idea especially with shared services. 
 
 Fifth Monday:  Adam said the fifth Monday this month is Memorial Day and thinks it’s very 

important, especially the beginning of summer to have a meeting where everyone (boards, 
committees and department heads) gets together.  To see what is planned and how we can 
help each other.  Adam suggested June 5th at 6:30 for an hour or so.  He will email the heads 
of all other boards, committees and commissions. 

  
V. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Town Office Cleaning Position:  The Town received two applications with cover letters.  He 

suggested Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk and AnnaMarie interview these two people and make 
a recommendation to the Selectboard at the next meeting, June 5. 

 
 Fire Station Update:  Bill gave the following update on the new fire station: 

1) Approximately one month since start of project…construction is still ahead of schedule. 
2) Construction activity in the next one to two weeks will include under slab plumbing, 

interior stone placement, under slab insulation, setting trench drain boxes, installing 
floor rebar and radiant heat pipe, water supply hook on and ongoing site work. 

3) GI Town Highway staff scheduled to clean out Champlain Housing Authority culvert, 
south and west of fire station project. 

4) Grand Isle Consolidated Water District (GICWD) granted a hook on fee waiver in the 
amount of $3,500.00. 

5) No additional permitting or amendments to existing permits will be required for 
antenna(s) installation and paving west parking lot (subject to fund availability). 

6) Grand Isle Fire Dept. (GIVFD) has begun to purchase items (i.e. PPE gear racks, 
extractor, and dryer) for the new station. GIVFD is working with Hayward Design Build 
to coordinate installation. 

7)  Biweekly project meetings have begun. Participants include: Nate Hayward, Jason 
Chenny, Linc Prescott, David Roy, Todd Boutin and Bill Baron. 

8) An offer of a kitchen stove and kitchen supplies has been extended to the Town and 
GIVFD. Todd Boutin and Bill Baron will inspect the stove and supplies to determine 
suitability for use in the new station. 

9) Linc Prescott, COW, on site daily and issuing regular reports. 
10) No decision reached on disposal of wood from large Red Maple tree, which has been cut 

down and is currently being stored onsite.   
11) Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk, contacted Peoples United and Vermont Bond Bank for 

financing information. 
12) Bill Baron contacted Renee Piche, Municipal Leasing Corp., to explore financing 

options. Renee contacted Melissa Boutin for Town financial information. 
 
To Do: 
1) Future building specific fund raising discussion between GIVFD and Selectboard 
2) Finalize long term financing method. 
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3) Comment and review of long term Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
Town of Grand Isle and the Grand Isle Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. 

4) Develop spreadsheet for expense tracking – Melissa and Bill. 
5) Color selection of siding, etc. (David Roy to coordinate). 

 
 Annex Update: Jeff and Diane attended the School Board meeting last Monday, May 9. 

1) After reading Article 7, third paragraph (in a report from the School Board) there are 
many concerns. 

2) Diane said when the decision was made (transfer deed to Annex to the G.I. School) we 
did not now about the consolidation of the schools. 

3) There are some concerning issues such as if they don’t need the Annex what we (Town) 
would do with it and if it is given back to the Town for a dollar there is a five year 
stipulations about what we could do with the building.   

4) Diane said her personal feeling for the betterment of the Town is we keep the building.  
Things have changed immensely since the Selectboard made the offer (of the Annex to 
the School). 

5) Adam asked if the School Board felt they have any plans for the building. 
6) Jeff said he didn’t get a good feeling about how the members of the School Board and 

the people who represent the Town and how they feel.  He feels they are between a rock 
and a hard place.  

7) Adam said on June 30, 2019 everything becomes part of the new district.  
8) Jeff said he agrees with Diane and is against deeding building to the school. 
9) Jeff said he is all for the land swap with Bill (Baron), it needs to happen.   
10) Adam discussed the letter of memorandum from the Planning Commission on May 12 

suggesting that the Selectboard discontinue any future involvement to proceed with the 
transfer of the property to the G.I. School district. The letter did mention that the 
Planning Commission does support the property line adjustment and understands that 
time and expenses have been occurred however situations changed. 

11) Jeff said for full discloser he had nothing to do with this letter.  He said he was not at the 
Planning Commission meeting when the memorandum letter was written.  He supports it 
but didn’t have anything to do with it.  

 
 Diane makes a motion that the Selectboard contact the School Board in Grand Isle and let 

them know that because circumstances have changed immensely that we are withdrawing our 
offer.  Jeff seconds.  Adam asked if any discussion, Bill said he wanted to be clear that we 
would still make it available for the pre-K.  All in favor and motion passes.   
            

 Adam will reach out to the School Board. 
  
 Adam said the Planning Commission is in favor of the property swap between the Town and 

Bill Baron. 
 
 Jeff makes a motion for the Town of Grand Isle to proceed with the property swap between 

the Town of Grand Isle and Bill Baron and have our Town attorney David Rough start the 
paperwork.  Diane seconds, Bill abstains, four in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Adam said nothing was started with the Town attorney regarding the transfer of the Annex 

property. 
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 Adam said the lease with Learning Adventure was changed 2 years ago.  Learning Adventure 
pays 100% of the utilities and the Town mows and plows the turn-around for the school bus.  
He will let Elaine Chasse know we will discuss the lease at the June 5th meeting. 

 
 Highway Department Update:  Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner reported that the 

Marycrest culvert project is almost complete after a few setbacks.  The road will be re-opened 
the end of the week.  

 Adam thanked Tyler Billingsley, East Engineering saying he went way above and beyond his 
agreement during this project. 

  
 A new building for weight scales and the use of scales were discussed.  Ron and Brad 

Sheridan, Road Foreman will visit towns using the weight scales to get more information. 
 
 Dwayne Cormier will install new lights in the Town Office. 
 
 Adam asked if the Highway Department could put the flags backup this week or next.  Adam 

will check the flags to see which ones need to be repaired.  Rachael Griggs will do the 
repairs. 

 
VI. REVIEW ORDERS and PAY BILLS:  Diane makes a motion to review orders and pay 

bills.  Bill seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT:  AnnaMarie makes a motion t adjourn at 7:53pm.  Jeff seconds, all in 

favor and motion passes. 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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