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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
June 5, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 6:34PM.  
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Bill Baron-Vice Chair, 
 AnnaMarie DeMars, Diane Cota and Jeff Parizo  
 
 Community Members Present:  William LeClair, Donna Leclair, Don Chamberlin, Fay 

Chamberlin, Ronnie Bushway, Colleen Bushway, Kate C. O’Neill, David Graham, Shawn 
Mercey, Barbara Geries, Brian Johnson, Sue Lawrence, Stu Robinson, Alice Dunn, Jessica 
Mesec, Mike Donoghue, Susan Ryan, Tina Patno, Sullivan Crady, Don Cota, Mary E. 
MacBride, Mark Cobb, Esther Blow, Eileen Blow, Dwight Bullis, Elaine Chasse, Todd 
Boutin and Melissa Boutin 

  
 Town Committees and Board Heads:  The following Committee and Board heads gave a 

general update:   
 
 Planning Commission:  Shawn Mercy reported:  

1. This year we will be visiting the Town buildings to see if they can be utilized in the 
future.    

2. Still a ways away from working up a plan with (the Poratti) property.   
3. Yearly updates and checking State Statutes to Town Bylaws and Town Plan. 
4. No communications at all from North West Regional Planning especially on the 

capital budget plan.   
 
 Recreation Department:  David Graham reported: 

1. Update on trails.   
2. Request into State Park to acquire more land. 
3. Asked if the Selectboard would put the No Parking signs back up on the road again. 
4. Acquire three or four new open signs for hours. 
5. MOU between the Town and Yogi.   
6. Mowing additional area and mulch for under swings. 
7. Volley ball court upgraded. 
8. Listed requested events. 
9. Increase in use of the park. 

 
 Library:  Colleen Bushway and Kate O’Neill reported: 

1. Heat exchange is installed and working well. 
2. Requested new closed and open magnetic signs for the door. 
3. Trim should be painted. 

 
 Historical Society:  Fay Chamberlin reported: 

1. Opened last weekend.  
2. Colleen Bushway, Jeanette Dixon and Sullivan Crady will be Docents. 
3. New storage cupboards made for the School House. 
4. New raised (flower) beds in the front and a colonial garden will be planted. 
5. Sold 50 sets of Alan Stratton Books.  We can have up to 100 more sets printed and 

have order 25 more sets. 
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6. July 11 will have a potluck supper and business meeting.  We are in hopes new 
people will come forward to take over.  Plant for Charlene Southwick will be planted 
at this time as well as putting the bench in for Don and Fay Chamberlin 

7. Roof needs something done to it, would like a new roof. 
8. Pieces of flagstone are broken. 

 
 Cemetery:  Sue Lawrence reported: 

Big sale going on.  Rates will be raised as of July 1.  Residence rate for a 3-1/2x10 foot lot is 
$400 and Non-residences rate is $700.  Cornerstone amount will stay the same.  Grave 
opening fee will be $100. 

 
 Listers:  Sue Lawrence reported: 

The grand List has been filed. 
 
Development Review Board:  Stu Robinson reporting: 

1. Since January have had five hearings. 
2. Meetings are on Wednesday nights at 7:00. 
3. Worked with the Bylaw suggestions. 
4. Worked with the Planning Commission. 
5. Some information from the old Town Bylaws transitioning to the new Bylaws. 
6. Donna LeClair has done a fantastic job as far as making us look really good and 

making things are done right. 
7. Bylaws are signed. 
8. We should be caught up after this Wednesday night. 
9. We have a new alternate with the Board, which gives us a little more flexibility as far 

as the meetings go. 
 

III. REVIEW and APPROVE MINUTES:  Diane makes a motion to approve the minutes of 
May 15, 2017.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS:   
 Learning Adventure Lease: 
 Adam led a brief discussion regarding the renewal of the lease between the Town of Grand 

Isle and Learning Adventure. 
 
 Bill mentioned considering an auto escalator clause next year.  Elaine Chasse, owner of 

Learning Adventure said it is helpful to know the amount of the lease in advance.   
 
 Diane made a motion to approve the lease as is between the Town of Grand Isle and Learning 

Adventure for the July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.  Bill seconds.  All in favor and motion 
passes. 

 
 Overview of Park and Ride meeting in South Hero: 
 Bill and Donna LeClair reported they had attended the Park and Ride meeting informational 

meeting on May 25 in South Hero at the Town Office presented by V-Trans.  Discussed was 
V-Trans interest in having a 72 space Park and Ride at a location between South Hero and the 
interstate.  
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 Dog Ordinance and Dog Attack Discussion:   
 Eileen Blow began the discussion explaining the attack on a dog belonging to her son Todd 

Blow and his roommate Johnny by a dog owned by neighbor Elizabeth Boyer.  She asked that 
this get settle tonight.   

 
 Adam said it cannot be settle tonight because first there needs to be an official hearing.  
 

1. Because of the extent of the injuries to Todd Blows dog it had to be put down.  
2. This is the second dog owned by Ms. Boyer that has attacked another dog that had to 

be put down (due to injuries). 
3. Several neighbors of Ms. Blow spoke of their fear that this dog would attack again. 
4. They asked if something could be done to prevent Ms. Boyer from owning another 

dog. 
  
 Adam said he is in contact with the Town attorney about this matter.   
 
 After discussions Todd Boutin, Animal Control Officer was asked to visit Ms. Boyer by end 

of business day tomorrow and ask her to turn the dog over to him to be impounded. 
  
 Adam said he will work with the Town attorney to see all available options. One problem is 

we have to go by the old 2004 Dog Ordinance because this attack happened four days prior to 
the new 2017 ordinance taking effect. 

 
 Todd Boutin said his hands are tied.  He cannot enter private property and remove their 

dog(s) without the owners written permission to do so or with a court order. 
 
 Bill makes a motion that the Selectboard to authorize Todd Boutin, Animal Control Officer to 

contact Elizabeth Boyer to see if she would voluntarily surrender the dog to Todd.  If not the 
Town will move forward with the necessary warrants to have the animal impounded by close 
of business on Tuesday June 6, 2017 until we can have a vicious dog hearing and have it 
impounded.  Jeff second, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Adam thanks people for coming and will keep them posted. 
 
 Signing Warrants:   
 Adam said it was discussed that instead of each Selectboard member signing warrants one 

person could be appointed to sign them prior to Selectboard meetings if no objections are 
made.  Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk would send out the warrants for review ahead of time and 
nothing would be signed until probably at the end of the meeting. 

 
 Bill makes a motion to authorize Adam White to execute warrants brought before the Board 

if there are no objections from the Selectboard members.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and 
motion passes.  

 
 Flags:   
 Mark Cobb asked about the Canadian flag.  Adam said it has been ordered and will be in on 

Wednesday June 7.  Jeff said we will be looking to replacing the regular flags next year as 
some had to be repaired and some were destroyed by the wind.  He also said they plan to fix 
the polls as well.  Jeff will work with the Highway Department to fix them for this year. 
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 Mark also asked about the dedicated shrub and benches.  Adam said they would be installed 
at the time of the open house at the Hyde Log Cabin July 11. 

 
 Annex: 
 Jeff stated the Planning Commission wrote a letter to the Selectboard stating they want the 

Board to revisit the Annex as far as turning it over to the school.   Because of Act 46, Article 
7 where the school property would be handed over to the Consolidated School District the 
Selectboard decided to keep the Annex within the Town property. 

 
 Mark Cobb suggested Adam talk with the Town attorney.  Adam said this decision doesn’t 

mean it can’t be done in the future, in this point in time it doesn’t make sense.  Jeff said the 
Town shouldn’t be giving away infrastructure.  There are other things we are looking at, the 
Library, Highway, and Historical Society and make it easier for us to move forward with a 
municipal building we may put there.  Mark said he wants to go on record that Bill (Baron) 
should pick up the tab for the work done, that he is the only one to benefit from this.  Jeff said 
that is not so, the Town benefits.  Bill said from his perspective he paid his fair share.    

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Fire Station Update:  Bill Baron gave the fire station update: 

 
1) Project on schedule. Nate Hayward requesting second installment payment in the 

amount of $241,760.00. Bill Baron will review request with Linc Prescott, Clerk of the 
Works (COW). 

2) Linc Prescott, COW, on site daily and issuing regular reports. 
3) Construction activity in the next two weeks will include placement of under slab vapor 

barrier and rigid insulation, installing radiant heat tubing and floor rebar, and pouring 
slab. 

4) Possible delay in pouring slab due to SD Ireland work schedule. 
5) GI Town Highway staff scheduled to clean out Champlain Housing Authority culvert, 

south and west of fire station project. 
6) Biweekly project meetings have begun. Participants include: Nate Hayward, Linc 

Prescott, David Roy, Todd Boutin and Bill Baron…next meeting scheduled for June 6, 
2017. 

7) An offer of a kitchen stove and kitchen supplies has been extended to the Town and 
GIVFD. Todd Boutin and Bill Baron will inspect the stove and supplies to determine 
suitability for use in the new station. Note: Kitchen stove was inspected by Bill Baron 
and Joe Clark and deemed too large for the Fire Station kitchen.  A collection of plates 
and serving trays were donated and accepted by GIVFD for use in the new kitchen. 

8) Linc Prescott, COW, on site daily and issuing regular reports. 
9) Exterior color recommendations have been presented by David Roy. Color renderings 

have been provided to the GIVFD and a copy is available in the Town Office for review.  
10) GIVFD has received conditional approval for a Federal grant to cover a portion of the 

generator cost ($20,910.00). 
 
To Do: 
1) Future building specific fund raising discussion between GIVFD and Selectboard. 
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2) Finalize long term financing method, (Peoples United, Vermont Bond Bank, Municipal 
Leasing Corp). 

3) Comment and review of long term Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
Town of Grand Isle and the Grand Isle Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. (Adam White to 
identify a date for meeting between Selectboard and GIVFD to discuss draft MOU). 

4) Develop spreadsheet for expense tracking – Melissa and Bill. 
5) Decide on disposal of wood from large Red Maple tree currently being stored onsite.   

 
 Highway Department Update: 
 Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner said there are requests for two curb cuts.  
 
 AnnaMarie makes a motion to approve the Dale Morway curb cut for lot 3-4 on Quaker Road 

with conditions set forth by the Road Foreman as well as approve John Burke and Jennifer 
Wood curb cut for 109 East Shore South with conditions set forth by the Road Foreman.  
Diane seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Marycrest Culvert:  Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner said they are not happy with the 

paving there, it’s rough and they (ECI) said in an email they have done better work.  They 
want to get paid to fix it and offered four options.  The Board decided to take a $2000 credit 
and get an estimate from another company to do it right.   

 Adam asked Jeff if he would write a thank you letter to Tyler Billingsley.  He has done an 
amazing job and if anyone is looking for an Engineering Company they (Selectboard) will 
recommend East Engineering. 

 
 Other updates: 

1. Paving will be done on Faywood Road and Donaldson Road. 
2. Crack sealing is complete. 
3. Mowing of roadsides is in progress. 
4. Getting estimates for stop bars at stop signs. 
5. No progress as of yet on the Transfer Station Roof, Ron will again contact the 

contractor. 
6. Lights and ceiling in Town Office, waiting for second quote. 

 
Bill said he wants to be very clear for the record that when it comes to the Annex and the land 
swap that he had recused himself from all votes related to topic from day one.  
  
Ron said it doesn’t make economic sense to give the Annex to the school because the school 
tax is higher than the Town tax. 
       

VIII. ADJOURNMENT:  Jeff makes a motion to adjourn at 8:56PM.  Bill seconds, all in favor 
and motion passes. 

  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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