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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
July 17, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 7:01PM.  
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Bill Baron-Vice Chair, 
 AnnaMarie DeMars, Diane Cota and Jeff Parizo  
 
 Community Members Present:  Ronnie Bushway, Donna LeClair, William LeClair, 

Barbara Geries, Alice Dunn, Eileen Blow, Mike Sturgis, Jessica Mesic, Melissa Boutin and 
Rachael Griggs 

 
 Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed: 
  
II. GUESTS:  Dog Issue: Jessica Mesic asked for an update on the dog bite issue on Simms 

Point Road last May.  Adam explained the Selectboard has received a letter from Ms. 
Boyer, owner of the dog that attacked the Blow’s dog stating she is not turning her dog in.   
Ms. Boyer said she has sought legal counsel and is going to fight the decision of the 
Selectboard.  Bill said the Selectboard is doing as much as they can possibly do by 
contacting the property owners, our Town attorney and imposing the restrictions (as stated 
in the minutes of the June 19, 2017 Selectboard meeting).  Adam said the Board will wait to 
hear on the appeal, will follow up with the Town attorney and keep them updated. 

  
III. REVIEW and APPROVE MINUTES:  Diane makes a motion to approve the minutes of 

June 19, 2017 as written.  Jeff seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
 Knox Box Discussion:  Sheriff Ray Allen would like a Knox Box with keys installed on the 

outside of the Annex building.  The Selectboard discussed an additional box to hold keys for 
other Town buildings as well.  The cost for one box is about $300.    

 
 Jeff makes a motion to purchase two Knox Boxes, one for the Annex building and one to 

cover the Highway building, Library and Town Office.  Diane seconds, all in favor and 
motion passes. 

 
 Conflict of Interest Policy:  Adam said we need to start working on a Conflict of Interest 

Policy.  Jeff presented a template from VLTC for everyone to look at and give feed back. 
 
 VLCT BCA Training Opportunity:  Adam discussed that VLCT has a training on BCA 

procedures, however the BCA will be meeting on July 25th to hear appeals.  There is not 
enough time between now and next week to schedule a training. 

 
 5th. Monday Meeting:  Monday, July 31 will be a meeting with Town Boards and 

Departments. 
 
 The August 7 Selectboard meeting will be canceled because three Board members will be 

absent. 
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 Lucky Dog Apology:  AnnaMarie said she wanted to apologize to Lucky Dog Kennel, as she 
was not aware they could not house vicious dogs.  Jeff asked if the owner’s interpretation was 
that this (Ms. Boyer’s) dog was a vicious dog.  AnnaMarie said the owner told on her the 
phone that she considered this dog was a vicious dog and could not contain it.  Also, the 
kennel is working on building an area to be able to contain vicious dogs. 

 
 AnnaMarie will call South Burlington Police to see what they do with vicious dogs.  She will 

also contact Lucky Dog Kennel to see when they will be able to contain vicious dogs.  She 
will follow up with the Board. 

 
 Reynolds Road Trailer Safety Issue:  Diane there is a refrigerator in a (vacant) trailer on 

property on Reynolds Road.  She is concerned that it is a child safety hazard.  Jeff talked 
about the legal aspects.  Diane will call the owner, Judy Richardson and ask her to remove the 
refrigerator or at least the refrigerator door. 

  
 Canadian Flag:  Diane asked when the Canadian flag would be put back up on Rt. 2.  Adam 

said the Canadian flag is in the Town Office for Brad (Sheridan, Road Foreman) and ready to 
put up. 

 
 9 Curb Cuts:  Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner presented 9 Highway Right-of-Way 

access permits for approval. 
 
 Five for curb cuts for Picard Building LLC Sub-division: 

1. One on Hodgkin’s Place. 
2. Four on Reynolds Road.  

 
Diane makes a motion to approve the curb cuts by Picard Building, one on Hodgkin’s Place 
being on lot 2-2 & 2-3 and four on Reynolds being lots 2-4, 2-8, 2-9, 2-6, 2-7 and 2-5 with 
the conditions set forth by our Road Commissioner and Road Foreman.  Jeff seconds, Bill 
recuses himself because he has adjourning property.  Four in favor, one abstains and motion 
passes. 
 
Two curb cuts for Dale Morway:  DRB approval for the 30 foot access to lot #4 ran out of 
time limit.  The original was for lot 4 but changed to lot 3 and a new permit for lot 4.  Jeff 
said we need to hold off on lot 4, which needs to go before the DRB for approval.   
 
Bill makes a motion to approve the Highway Right of Way access permit on Quaker Road for 
Dale Morway with the change of lot 4 going to lot 3 with the lot size going from 3.02 acres to 
3.85 acres as surveyed on the map provided.  All in favor and motion passes. 
 
Two curb cuts for Don and Anzia Myers for two separate lots:  One on lot 2 at 126 East 
Shore Road South to Eunice and Michael Sturgis and one on lot 2 at 132 East Shore Road 
South to Michael Atwood. 
  
Diane makes a motion to approve the two curb cuts for Atwood and Sturgis on 132 East 
Shore South with conditions set forth by our Road Commissioner and Road Foreman.  Jeff 
seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 
 
Jeff said there are five new houses being built, one on Dodge terrace in limbo and a 
Townhouse on Ciara Drive. 
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Transfer Station Roof:  Diane said the roof ceiling at the Transfer Station has fiberglass 
insulation hanging down and said it can’t be healthy for anybody.  Adam asked if Ron and 
Brad could take it down.  Ron said the roof is finished and is guaranteed for one year. 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Highway Department Update: By Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner: 

1. Invoice from John Turnbaugh for the Transfer Station roof repairs.   
2. Diane suggested from now on having a start and when signing a contract. 
3. Invoice from ECI for the work on Marycrest Culvert was reviewed. It was suggested 

to have Tyler Billingsley review the invoice. 
  
 Diane makes a motion to authorize Adam to sign the ECI invoice if Tyler Billingsley from 

East Engineering believes the amount is consistent with the work in the project and the State 
grant.  Bill seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Diane makes a motion if Tyler Billingsley, East Engineering determines this bill should be 

lower and ECI reduces the bill and meets the State grant to authorize Adam to sign it.  Bill 
seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
 Ron reported that since last meeting the following has been done: 

1. First pass mowing. 
2. Paving is completed on Faywood Road and Donaldson Road. 
3. Crack sealing completed on Moccasin Road. 
4. Recreation signs are here and Brad Sheridan, Road Foreman went over placements 

with David Graham. 
5. Talked with Fay Chamberlin on what will be done to repair the old School House 

walkway. 
6. Two quotes were discussed for the Town office ceiling.  It was decided to have Ron 

draw up an RFP to include an exterior exit door in the back of the Town office . 
7. Adam will put the RFP on FPF and in the Islander.   
8. Bill will check with the fire marshal to see if pine is acceptable for the ceiling. 
9. Mike Hemmingway, a small local contractor is to look at painting the front of the 

Library and possibly repairing the back.  Ron suggested having him do small jobs for 
the Town.  Ron will also ask if he can install the gable ends of the Transfer station. 

10. Adam gave Ron an information package from the Historical Society about the School 
House Roof. 

11. The Transfer Station trash compactor is working and we are still dealing with 
Atlantic Leasing who manufactured it and trying to get them to fabricate the 
damaged front end.  It can’t be locked and is a safety issue.  

12. Discussed the many issues of concern at Donaldson Park Recreation area.  Bill 
suggested someone on the Recreation Committee reach out to a town that has 
established parks to see what they have for rules and regulations.  Adam will email 
the Recreation Committee. 

13. Flags at stop signs.  Sheriff Ray Allen said people are running the 4 stop signs at 
Griswold, Reynolds, Moccasin and Simms Point roads.  He suggested putting orange 
flags on the stop signs.  Jeff and Diane said enforcement is the only way to stop this. 

 
 
 
 
              7-17-17 



 

 4 

 Fire Station MOU:  Adam said the original G.I.V.F.D. and the Selectboard MOU draft for 
the new fire station was discussed.  Bill said he is no longer on the Fire Department Board of 
Directors so he will be representing the Town.  Adam said he is on the Fire Department  

               
 Board of Directors:  He asked Chief Boutin if he should recuse himself and Chief Boutin said 

he has no issue so Adam will also be representing the Town.  Adam said this is a time to ask 
questions.  After discussion a date for a meeting was set for August 14, 6:00pm at the Town 
Office Community Room with the Selectboard and Fire Department Officers.  It was 
suggested to meet with the fire department the have the Town Attorney review it after 
completion.  Adam asked the Board to review the MOU and bring questions to the meeting.  
Bill said he would encourage people between now and then to think about this public space, 
how it would be used, how access will be issued and how use will be monitored. 

 
 Fire Station Update:  Bill gave an update on the progress of the new fire station. 

1) Project two to three weeks behind schedule (primarily due to weather).  Nate Hayward 
remains optimistic about regaining lost time. 

2) Budget on track, but very tight.  
3) Linc Prescott, COW, on site daily and issuing regular reports. 
4) Construction activity in the next two weeks will include: framing walls and applying 

finish to concrete floors in meeting room. Island Excavating may be on site to install 
exterior conduit. 

5) Biweekly/weekly project meetings being held.  Participants include: Nate Hayward, 
Linc Prescott, David Roy, Todd Boutin and Bill Baron…next meeting scheduled for 
August 2, 2017. 

6) Exterior colors have been selected and finalized.  
7) Final approval forms for the generator grant have been submitted to VTDEMHS.  
8) DC Energy and Hageman Electric proposals for access control and building security 

systems have been reviewed. DC Energy will be awarded the project. Their bid is 
competitive and GIVFD already has a positive working relationship with DC Energy 
(installation, maintenance and monitoring the security system in current Fire Station). 

9)  Working to establish a communication channel between Town/GIVFD and Nate 
Hayward/sub-contractors for Town and GIVFD supplied items (allowance and excluded 
items). Nate Hayward developing a spreadsheet. 

10) Draft Long term Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Town and GIVFD 
was reviewed.  A joint review of the draft MOU by the Selectboard and GIVFD will be 
held at the August 14, 2017 Selectboard meeting.  Please note: the use of the meeting 
room and adjoining bathroom and kitchen by community groups will, in all likelihood, 
be a contentious issue. Please review the draft MOU, building plans and project history 
prior to the August 14, 2017 meeting.   

11) Bill Baron will contact Tim Parizo, Island Excavating Corp. to discuss disposal of wood 
from the Red Maple tree. 

 
To Do: 
1) Future building specific fund raising discussion between GIVFD and Selectboard. 
2) Finalize long term financing method, (Peoples United, Vermont Bond Bank, Municipal 

Leasing Corp).         
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 Annex Property Deed:  Adam reviewed the Annex property deed provided by the Town 
Attorney.  Bill said he was going to remain silent and asked if he should leave the room.  Jeff 
said Bill didn’t have to leave. 

 
 Diane made a motion to approve the warrantee deed conveying a .755 acre more or less 

parcel of land located southerly of VT Rt. 314 to William Barron and authorize Selectboard 
Chair Adam White to execute the warrantee deed and other documents related to this 
conveyance.  Jeff seconds, four in favor, Bill Baron abstains and motion passes. 

 
 Jeff makes a motion to accept the warranty deed from William Baron conveying a .143 acre 

more or less parcel of land located southerly of VT Rt. 314 to the Town of Grand Isle (and 
authorize Selectboard Chair Adam White to execute the warrantee deed and other documents 
related to this conveyance).  Diane seconds, four in favor, Bill Baron abstains and motion 
passes.  

 
VI. REVIEW ORDERS and PAY BILLS:  Questions on the bills were answered.  
 Bill ask about getting printer paper and ink cartridges for the work he is doing on the fire 

station.  Bill will get the cartridge number for Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk who will 
purchase these items for him. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT:  AnnaMarie makes a motion to adjourn at 9:18pm.  Bill seconds, all in 

favor and motion passes. 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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