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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
September 18, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM. 
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Bill Baron-Vice Chair, 
 AnnaMarie DeMars, Diane Cota and Jeff Parizo 
 
 Community Members Present:  Bill LeClair, Donna LeClair, Ron Bushway, Cody 

Lawrence, Heather McLeod, Jeanette Mann, Morris Lamothe and Rachael Griggs 
 
II. GUESTS:  Jeanette Mann  - Single File Bicycle Signs:  Jeanette Mann asked the 

Selectboard if they would consider putting signs showing bicyclists riding single file on 
Donaldson Road and East Shore Road South.  She said she has encountered people riding 4 
abreast while driving on these roads.  Diane Cota said her main concern is safety.  
AnnaMarie DeMars said other roads should be looked at for signs as well. 
Lieutenant Lamothe of the VT State Police joined the discussion. He said that bicyclists must 
obey the same rules of the road as motorists.  He said the best way to work with this is by 
education and working with the clubs that promote rides.  Bill Baron will contact Local 
Motion and South Hero Selectboard.  Adam White will contact Sheriff Allen.  They will 
report back at the October 2 Selectboard meeting. 

 
 VT State Police Lieutenant Morris Lamothe:  Lieutenant Lamothe said he is just 

checking in to answer any questions.  There was discussion of ATV’s on Town roads and 
troopers assigned to this area.  Also discussed is opioid use in Grand Isle County.  He said 
our States Attorney, Doug DiSabito is fantastic, is very aggressive, drops very little and is 
not afraid to go to trial.  States Attorney DiSabito believes some jail time should be served.  
Adam White said DiSabito is one of three States Attorney’s that is part of a program to 
better understand the drug crisis, be able to identify those who are impaired and get a better 
understanding of the effect of all sorts of drugs.  Adam thanks Lieutenant Lamothe for 
coming. 

 
 Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  New Business – October 3rd Planning 

Commission meeting and BCA.  Old Business – Email Letter to Mary Brousseau 
 
III. REVIEW and APPROVE MINUTES:  Diane Cota makes a motion to approve the minutes 

of August 8, August 14 and September 5, 2017 as written.  Jeff Parizo seconds, all in favor 
and motion passes. 

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
 Budgets:  Adam White will be sending out an email letting everyone know that 

(budget) season is coming up soon.  Everyone is to start approaching Melissa (Boutin, 
Town Clerk) to get their last years numbers. 
Bill Baron said he wanted people to be aware there will be some ongoing cost 
associated with the new fire station.  The Town will be responsible for heat and 
utilities and the Fire Department will back it out of their budget.  With the new 
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energy efficient building this should be a wash.  He wanted people to be aware there 
will be additional parking lots to plow, lawn care and potential custodial services. 
Adam White said he wants to propose a standard Excel template and at the next 
meeting we will discuss how we want to handle budgets this year.  
 
Civil Ordinance Tickets:  Adam White said when issuing a ticket (fine) there will 
need to be tickets given from the Judicial Bureau.  There will be three booklets, one 
for the Animal Control Officer, one for the Health Officer and one for the Zoning 
Administrator with four copies for each ticket.  The individual issuing the ticket (fine) 
will get 2 tickets, the Town will get one and one will go the Judicial Bureau.  It is a 
civil offense and these tickets are essential to bring a fine to court.  If the individual 
receiving the ticket choose to contest the ticket it would go to court between the 
individual that issued the ticket and the person receiving the ticket.  Those receiving 
these books will be given a quick tutorial on how to issue these tickets.  Adam will 
fill out the forms to purchase the booklets. 
 
Flags:  The flags in Grand Isle along Rt. 2 will be taken down around the end of 
September.  New, smaller flags will be purchased for next year.  The smaller flags are 
less likely to get caught on the wires and poles.  Bill Baron will contact the Boy 
Scouts to properly dispose of the old flags.   Also discussed was purchasing a 
Vermont flag to fly on the corner of Rt.2 and E. Shore Road North. 
 
October 3rd Planning Commission Meeting:  Jeff Parizo invites the Selectboard to 
attend the PC meeting on October 3rd at 7:00 with elected officials Representatives 
Mitzi Johnson and Ben Joseph and Senator Dick Mazza.  Starting off with land use 
questions, Act 250 and the village destination as well as storm water.  Also invited 
are the Boards from South Hero and North Hero.  The PC chair will facilitate the 
meeting.  Jeff will contact the G.I. School for use of the cafeteria.   
 

 BCA:  Bill Baron reported after the last site visit he asked Joe Longo to put together a 
checklist of steps we need to follow such as time-line, reports and follow up. 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Fire Station Update:  Bill Baron gave the following update. 

1) According to Linc Prescott, COW, project is three to four weeks behind schedule.  Nate 
Hayward remains optimistic about regaining lost time and maintaining original 
construction schedule. 

2) Budget on track, but very tight. Nate Hayward requesting 2nd installment payment in the 
amount of $322,055.00. Bill Baron to reconcile change orders with Nate Hayward.  

3) Linc Prescott, COW, on site daily and issuing regular reports. 
4) Construction activity in the next two weeks will include: standing seam roof, dense pack 

insulation, concrete aprons and roof over meeting room entrance.  
5) Weekly project meetings being held.  Participants include: Nate Hayward, Linc Prescott, 

David Roy, Todd Boutin, Joe Clark, and Bill Baron (sub-contractors as needed)…next 
meeting scheduled for September 19, 2017. 
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6) Working to establish a communication channel between Town/GIVFD and Nate 
Hayward/sub-contractors for Town and GIVFD supplied items (allowance and excluded 
items). Nate Hayward developing a spreadsheet. 

7) Pavement upgrade has been suggested…original plans specify 2” basecoat, suggestion is 
to install 2.5” basecoat this fall and add 1” to 1.5” finish coat in 2018. Nate Hayward is 
securing cost estimates. Project budget includes funding for 2” basecoat only (in front of 
apparatus bay doors). 

8) Metal siding cost information is outstanding. Modifications to building design have 
altered the original siding takeoffs. Nate Hayward is not anticipating any substantial 
change in cost. 

9) Station occupancy and use Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) meeting between 
Town (Diane Cota, Bill Baron) and GIVFD  (Todd Boutin, Joe Clark) held on 
September 8, 2017. Good progress made in reviewing initial draft. One tripping point is 
the semi-annual station walk-thru by the Town and GIVFD. Todd Boutin wants one 
walk-thru per year. Bill Baron, Diane Cota, Joe Clark advocating for two visits per year 
(June and December).  Please note: the service MOU was not discussed at the meeting. 

 
To Do: 
1) Future building specific fund raising discussion between GIVFD and Selectboard. 
2) Finalize long term financing method, (Peoples United, Vermont Bond Bank, Municipal 

Leasing Corp). Bill Baron to invite Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk and Treasurer, to future 
Selectboard meeting to discuss options. 

3) Bill Baron will contact Tim Parizo, Island Excavating Corp. to discuss disposal of wood 
from the Red Maple tree. 

 
 Highway Update:  Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner, gave the following update. 

1. Hyde Cabin and Block School House:  Roof repairs held off for this year.  
Driveway graded, slate removed from walkway. Some cattails were cut down. Ron 
Bushway will look into the problem of ants in the Hyde Log Cabin. 

2. Recreation Park: Signs are up.   
3. Annex:  Dehumidifier is needed.  Outside faucet was replaced. 
4. Transfer Station:  Dumpster is fixed and the insurance company for the person who 

hit it has paid for the repairs.  Insulation hanging from the ceiling will be cut down.  
Discussed traffic route when scales are installed. 

5. Catholic Church:  Parking lot has been graded and holes filled with stone. 
6. Highway:  Work completed on corner of Griswold and Reynolds roads.  Culvert 

replaced on Adams School Road across from Boutin’s property.  Next culvert 
replacement will be on Reynolds Road. 

7. A gate has been installed at the Gravel Pit location.   
 
 Bill Baron said he has received a manual for Facilities Operations and Maintenance and will 

leave a copy for Ron Bushway and would be happy to go over it with Ron. 
 Adam White said a Knoxbox is on order for the Annex and Library. 
 Ron Bushway reported on the buildings inspection by VLTC:  Ron will email a copy of the 

report listing concerns on each building to Selectboard members.   
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 Bill Baron said Chris Boyd, VT State Fire Marshal, visited the Town Office and said V-grove 
that is planed or smooth for the ceiling can be used as long as it is painted.  Also an egress 
door at the back of the Town Office can be installed.  Chris Boyd will send additional 
information on the landing for the proposed door. 

 
 Email Letter to Mary Bourassa:  Jeff Parizo said he read the letter emailed to Mary 

Bourassa and said in the future letters like this should be written on Town logo letterhead, 
signed by the five Selectboard members or as a quorum and mailed. 

 
VI. REVIEW ORDERS and PAY BILLS:  Adam White asked if everyone had a chance to 

review the items sent out by Melissa Boutin, Town Treasurer.  The only item that might 
stand out is the issue of the damage to the trash compactor, which was covered and the 
check was received from the insurance company of the person who hit the compactor.  

 
Diane Cota makes a motion for payment to Nate Hayward, Hayward Design and 
Build in the amount of $322,055.  Jeff Parizo seconds, all in favor and motion passes. 

  
VII. ADJOURNMENT:  AnnaMarie makes a motion to adjourn at 8:30pm.  Diane seconds, all 

in favor and motion passes. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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