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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
October 2, 2017 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.  
 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, Bill Baron-Vice Chair, 
 AnnaMarie DeMars, Diane Cota and Jeff Parizo 
  
 Board Members Not Present:  
 
 Community Members Present:  Ron Bushway, Taylor Newton – NRPC and Rachael 

Griggs 
 
II. GUESTS:  Taylor Newton – NRPC Senior Planner – Bylaw Discussion: Taylor Newton 

and the Selectboard discussed the suggested minimal changes in the memorandum sent to 
the Selectboard on September 25, 2017.  

1. Section 2.6-Zoning Administrative Officer (ZAO):  Per statute, the Zoning 
Administration is a position that is independent and does not “report “ to any 
particular municipal board or commission. 

2. Section 2.12.15-Variance:  Replace the word “appellant” with “applicant” instead of 
adding “applicant or.” 

3. Section 2.13-DRB Decisions:  Delete from “failure to issue a decision….” to 
“substantiate their rejection.”  Replace with “An appropriate municipal panel may 
reject an appeal…." to "municipal panel for the purpose of section 4471 of this title.”   

 On conditional use applications remove 60 days.  NRPC would recommend that this 
 section be simplified and amended to state that "all DRB decisions be issued within 
 45 days of the close of a hearing as required by state statute.”  (24V.S.A.4464).   

4. Section 2.14-Violations:  The proposed changes provides the ZAO with clarity 
regarding what information needs to be included in a notice of violation.  “If the 
Town desires to empower the ZAO to issue municipal tickets for zoning violation, the 
Development Regulations must include language that meets the requirements of 
24V.S.A. 1972a.   

5. Section 4.16-Private Roads:  It is highly recommended that an attorney review the 
proposed change in this section. 

6. Section 4.5.2-Recreational Vehicles:  Specify how many recreational vehicles can 
be on one property.  Would advise to focus on use of the land and on regulating these 
areas as campgrounds. 

 
Adam White will follow through with the Town attorney to get a blue line version of the 
changes and will check with Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk to set another date to have our 
public hearing.  Jeff Parizo will be working with Taylor Newton on private roads. 
 
*Fire Station Foot Path:  Bill Baron said the construction of the recommended footpath 
behind the Town buildings beginning at the new fire station and terminating somewhere near 
the Town Office is going to be held in abeyance until we can get a better idea of what how 
this property is going to be developed.  Right now if we put that path in it’s kind of akin to a 
bridge to nowhere.  There is a planning process going on with the Planning Commission in 
conjunction with the Selectboard on what we can do with everything behind us, and the 
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existing buildings.  To put the time, money and resources to put the path in right now makes 
no sense to anybody here locally.  Taylor Newton explained the process with an Act 250 
permit or something for the Public Service Board.  Bill Baron said he will have a 
conversation with Jeff Green, NRPC regarding the footpath before sending the letter to him.  
Taylor suggested sending the letter to Catherine Dimitruk-Northwest Regional Planning 
Commission Executive Director and cc him (Taylor Newton) as well. 
 
Adam White thanks Taylor Newton for coming. 

  
 Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed:  Noted by * 
 
III. REVIEW and APPROVE MINUTES:  Diane Cota motions to approve the minutes of July 

17, July 31 and September 18, 2017 meetings minutes as written.  Jeff Parizo seconds the 
motion, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
IV. NEW BUSINESS: 
 DRB Alternate Position Appointment:  Jeff Parizo motions to accept the alternate position 

letter from the DRB for David E. Capen.  Diane Cota seconds the motion, all in favor and 
motion passes.  

 
 *Fire Station Parking Lot and Apparatus Paving:  Bill Baron explained that the westerly 

parking lot paving was not in the original contract price from Hayward Design Build.  There 
is a recommendation for this parking lot to be paved this year as well as adding additional 
base coating in front of the apparatus bays.  Therefor and additional $12,000 is needed.  He 
will review the fire station budget to try to find the extra funds. 

 
 After discussions it was agreed that a 2 inch base coat paving applied on the westerly parking 

lot and a 2.5 inch base coat applied in front of the apparatus bay this year.  Next spring 
inspect to see if any areas require fixes then put the finish coats down on both parking lots. 

 
 Bill Baron asked Ron Bushway if the speed sign on Hyde Road in front of the new station 

could be moved more to the west as it is in the way of construction vehicles. 
 
 Bill Baron said Todd Boutin, Fire Chief asked if yellow signs could eventually by constructed 

notifying traffic on Hyde Road that there is a Fire Station Ahead, Fire Trucks entering in both 
directions or something to that effect. 

 
 Adam White said the sign at the end of Hyde Road and Rt. 2 should be moved up Hyde Road 

because when driving out with fire trucks the sign in the way of site looking north.  Bill 
Baron suggested because the sign belongs to the state that he talk with Todd Boutin, Fire 
Chief as he was in contact with VTRANS last fall. 

 
 Town Office Safety:  Adam White said there are no smoke, fire or CO detectors in the Town 

Offices and basement.  He will be ordering detectors for these spaces.  Adam White said he 
would also look into alarm systems as well and talk with Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk. 

 
 *Municipal Credit Card:  Adam White suggested getting a municipal credit card so 

individuals would not have to use their personal credit cards when ordering items for the 
town and wait to be reimbursed.  The Town Clerk would hold the card. 

            10-2-17 



 

 3 

 Bill Baron motioned to acquire a municipal credit card not to exceed a $5,000 limit.  Diane 
seconds the motion, all in favor and motion passes. 

 
V. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Fire Station Update:  Bill Baron gave the following update: 

1) According to Linc Prescott, COW, and Nate Hayward, GC, project is three to four 
weeks behind schedule for exterior work; on schedule for interior elements.  Nate 
Hayward remains optimistic about regaining lost time and maintaining original 
construction schedule. 

2) Budget on track, but very tight.  Bill Baron to reconcile change orders and project 
budget with Nate Hayward.  GIVFD continues to contribute to the project. 

3) Linc Prescott, COW, on site daily and issuing regular reports. 
4) Construction activity in the next two weeks will include: hanging sheetrock, continuing 

electrical and mechanical systems installation, finishing standing seam roof, completing 
final grading of apparatus pad, parking lot and driveway, begin base cost asphalt.  

5) Weekly project meetings being held.  Participants include: Nate Hayward, Linc Prescott, 
David Roy, Todd Boutin, Joe Clark, and Bill Baron (sub-contractors as needed)…next 
meeting scheduled for October 10, 2017.                                                               

6) Pavement upgrade has been suggested and approved…original plans specify 2” 
basecoat: apparatus pad - asphalt upgraded to 2.5” basecoat this fall and 1.5” finish coat 
in 2018; Parking lot, driveway and walkway – 2” asphalt basecoat this fall and 1.5” 
finish coat in 2018. Project budget can cover basecoat installation. Finish coat will need 
to be built into Town paving budget for FY 2019.  

7) Station occupancy and use Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) meeting between 
Town (Diane Cota, Bill Baron) and GIVFD  (Todd Boutin, Joe Clark) held on 
September 8, 2017. Good progress made in reviewing initial draft. One tripping point is 
the semi-annual station walk-thru by the Town and GIVFD. Todd Boutin wants one 
walk-thru per year. Bill Baron, Diane Cota, Joe Clark advocating for two visits per year 
(June and December).  Please note: the service MOU was not discussed at the meeting. 

 
To Do: 
1) Future building specific fund raising discussion between GIVFD and Selectboard. 
2) Finalize long term financing method, (Peoples United, Vermont Bond Bank, Municipal 

Leasing Corp). Bill Baron to invite Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk and Treasurer, to 
Selectboard meeting In November to discuss options. 

3) Bill Baron to identify Operation and Maintenance (O&M) costs for inclusion in FY19 
Municipal budget. 

 
 Highway Update:  Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner reported  

1. Flags haven’t been taken down yet. 
2. The auto car turbo booster broke and Brad spent a considerable amount of time 

working on it.   
3. The one-ton went to the garage for scheduled maintenance. 
4. The scale house structure should be done this week. 
5. Joe Longo made signs stating there will be no more backing up.  There are metal 

signs coming.        10-2-17 
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6. No price set yet for the weight cost for trash.  
7. Learning Adventure will take care of their fire extinguishers. 
8. Two Knox-Boxes have been ordered, one for Learning Adventure that Sheriff Allen 

will install because he has the proper tools.  Adam White will check with the Sheriff 
to see if he would install the Library’s as well. 

                                      
*PAFIC for Recycling Center:  Adam White will call VLTC about the Fire Department’s 
trailer at the Transfer Station to make sure they know it belongs to the Fire station and is used 
for training. 

 
 Single File Bicycle Signs:  Bill Baron reported he spoke with Janet Yates, South Hero Town 

Office and Jonathan Shaw, South Hero Selectboard Chair.   
1. Bill Baron spoke with Janet Yates who mentioned they are using signage along South 

Street, which doesn’t cure the problem.   
2. Email exchange with Jonathan Shaw who said it is legal to ride two abreast as long as 

they are not impeding traffic. 
3. South Hero has worked with Local Motion about the educational aspect.  
4. Bill Baron talked with Local Motion who said they will talk next April to see what 

Grand Isle needs for signs and will install and maintain single file signs. 
5. Local Motion will reach out to groups to remind them to ride single file in Grand Isle. 
6. The key is to continue working with Local Motion, as education is the best way to 

handle this.   
7. Adam White spoke with Sheriff Allen who said if they see a bicyclist who doesn’t 

stop for a stop sign they will pull them over but won’t if they are riding two abreast 
as there is no Town ordinance for single file riding. 

8. Jeff said if we come up with an ordinance to ride single file in Grand Isle we should 
contact tour companies letting them know we have a, "ride single file ordnance" and 
they should obey traffic laws. 

 
 How to Handle Budgets:  Adam White will get a budget template out to the Selectboard 

members. 
 
VI.  REVIEW ORDERS and PAY BILLS:  No objections about the bills from the Board.  

Adam White signed the orders. 
 

VII. EXECUTIVE SSESSION:  None held. 
  
VIII. ADJOURNMENT:  AnnaMarie DeMars motioned to adjourn at 8:55pm.  Jeff Parizo 

seconds the motion, all in favor and motion passes. 
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 

                                    
           
          10-02-17 


