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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
October 16, 2017 

 
I.   CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the Bylaw public meeting to order at 6:34PM.   

 
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, AnnaMarie DeMars, Diane Cota and Jeff 

Parizo 
  
 Board Members Not Present: Bill Baron-Vice Chair 
 

Community Members Present:  None 
 

1. Adam White gave an overview of the October 2nd meeting with Taylor 
Newton-NRPC on the bylaws. 

2. Since then Jeff Parizo has worked with Taylor Newton on private roads. 
3. Taylor Newton has been very busy and hasn’t had time to work out Private Roads 

or Recreational Vehicles.  
4. Adam White said David Rough, Town Attorney will review the changes and 

get back to the Selectboard after the end of October. 
5. Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk worked with NRPC on public hearing dates.  The 

next public hearing is tentative set for December 4 at 6:30, before the regular 
Selectboard meeting. 

6. Adam White will send copies of the bylaw changes made by the Selectboard 
to the Board members. 

 
Jeff Parizo motions to close this hearing at 6:38pm.  Diane Cota seconds the motion, all in 
favor and the motion passes. 
 

II.   CALL TO ORDER:  Adam White called the regular Selectboard meeting to order at 
7:03PM. 

  
 Board Members Present:  Adam White-Chair, AnnaMarie DeMars, Diane Cota and Jeff 

Parizo 
  
 Board Members Not Present: Bill Baron-Vice Chair 
 
 Community Members Present:  Donna LeClair, Ron Bushway, Shawn Mercy, Rachael 

Griggs and Melissa Boutin 
 
III.  GUESTS:  Shawn Mercy – Permit Application:  Shawn Mercy requested to have funds 

($250) he has paid to the DRB for a potential subdivision to be applied towards funds for 
conditional use as well as site plan review ($410) with the DRB.  They did not have the 
hearing for subdivision due to the legislative decision from Geoff Green-Agency Natural 
Resources Act 250.  The balance would be $160. 

 
 Jeff Parizo recuses himself.  Diane Cota motions to grant Shawn Mercy’s request.  

AnnaMarie DeMars seconds the motion, three in favor, Jeff Parizo abstains and the motion 
passes. 
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IV.   REVIEW and APPROVE MINUTES:  October 2 and October 3, 2017:  Diane Cota 
motions to approve the minutes of October 2, 2017 as written.  Jeff Parizo seconds the 
motion, all in favor and the motion passes. 

  
 Jeff Parizo recuses himself.  Diane Cota motions to approve the minutes of October 3,  2017 

as written.  AnnaMarie seconds, three in favor, Jeff Parizo abstains and the  motion passes.  
 
V. NEW BUSINESS: 

DRB Position Appointment: Jeff Parizo recuses himself.  AnnaMarie motions to accept Fran 
LaFromboise as a fill-time DRB Board member for the remainder of Ray Mitchell’s term, which will 
end December 31, 2019. Diane Cota seconds, three in favor, Jeff Parizo abstains and the motion 
passes. 
 
Laying Pipes Permit:  Jeff Parizo recuses himself.  Diane Cota motions to approve Michael 
Sterges’ application for laying pipes with the Road Foreman’s directions, conditions and 
restrictions.  AnnaMarie seconds the motion, Jeff Parizo abstains, and three in favor and the 
motion passes. 
 
Hodgkin’s Place Items:  Diane Cota brought up the problem of items for free left near the 
telephone pole on Hodgkin’s Place for a long time and wondered if there is something that 
can be done about it because it is on Town property.  After a discussion Adam White said he 
would look at VLTC to see if there is something we can do. 
 
Letter from a Town Resident:  AnnaMarie DeMars wanted to discuss a letter the 
Selectboard received mainly stating Grand Isle seems to have no identity.  She would like 
some way to get the information to the people and let them know we are working on things.   

1. The fact is there is a lot going on as far as property transfer, lots are being developed 
with the building of new homes. 

2. There are restrictions by the state with Act 250 and 9-L. 
3. Shawn Mercy said he is blocked from putting in a car wash because the State would 

not accept a water saving system that works by saving, purifying and recycling 92% 
of the water that the car wash would use. 

4. A lot of events are held here during the year but there seems to be the same 40 or so 
people who attend.  

5. With the Farmers’ Market here on Saturdays during the summer we have a lot of 
people coming to Grand Isle. 

6. Planning Commission is looking at the property behind the Town buildings. 
7. Right now the Town Garage building needs to be built. 
8. Checking on getting specifications on the building in Highgate and if we can get 

them we could save money there. 
9. Tyler Billingsley has offered to work with the Town on this project. 
10. Plan to meet with our Legislative Representatives again.   
11. Stress that Vermont taxes are crazy. 
12. Deterrent factor has a lot to do with State of VT. 

          
VI. OLD BUSINESS: 
 Municipal Credit Card:  Adam White read the letter from Peoples United Bank regarding 

the municipal credit card.  Melissa Boutin, Town Clerk/Treasurer will hold the card.  Town 
Employees will check with her when they need to use the card.  With having a municipal  
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 credit card, people won’t have to use their own funds to purchase items for the Town and 
have to wait for reimbursement. 

 
 Jeff Parizo motions to increase the amount with the new municipal credit card having a limit 

of $5,000.  Diane Cota seconds the motion, all in favor and the motion passes. 
 
 Fire Station Update:  Adam White gave a brief report in Bill Baron’s absence.  The first 

step of paving the parking lots is done.  This will be completed in the spring after it settles.  
Bill Baron will give a complete update at the November 6th Selectboard meeting. 

 
 Highway Update:  Ron Bushway, Road Commissioner gave the update. 

1. All culverts are installed. 
2. Still mowing roadsides. 
3. Have stone and gravel stockpiled. 
4. Flags have been taken down. 
5. Front of the Library has been painted. 
6. Adam White said when the culvert at Marycrest Beach was replaced the access to the 

lake the Fire Department uses to fill their trucks was closed off.   He asked if it could 
be moved a little closer to the Lake House.  Ron Bushway said the replacement is 
planned and will check on the property line. 

7. Adam White will talk with Fire Chief Todd Boutin to have him visit the site. 
8. Ron Bushway presented a copy of the RFP for the work to be done at the Town 

Clerks Office. 
9. Ron Bushway will get together with Melissa Boutin and Jeff Parizo to get the 

specifications, insurance and workers compensation papers. 
10. The RFP will be on Front Porch Forum and in the Islander. 

 
 Budgets:   

1. Looking at the using the same template that was used last year. 
2. All departments should have the same format. 
3. Suggested using what was in the town Report. 
4. Boards are to get information to the Selectboard by December 1st. 
5. Timeframe needed to get budgets to Melissa Boutin. 

 
VII.  REVIEW ORDERS and PAY BILLS: 
   
IX.     ADJOURNMENT: 
  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
_______________________________            __________________________ 
Rachael Griggs, Selectboard Secretary            Adam White, Selectboard Chair 
 
Date:  __________________________   Date:  _____________________ 
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