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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF JANUARY 6, 2016
Present:  
Bob Ayres, Howard DeMars, Francis LaFromboise, Ray Mitchell, Board Members; 
Jeff Parizo, ZAO; Donna LeClair, Clerk

Guests:
Linda Effel, Stuart Robinson
7:00 PM  
H. DeMars called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call was taken.  H. DeMars asked if there were changes to the Agenda.  Clerk noted that  the evening of January 20, 2016, is not open.  A hearing is scheduled for Cotaville, LLC.  H. DeMars made a motion to accept the agenda with the change noted by Donna.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All board members voted in the affirmative, 4/0.


Stuart Robinson, present and welcomed as a guest before the start of the meeting, was introduced to everyone.  He is an applicant for a seat on the board.
Since no hearings were scheduled for this evening the meeting was turned over to Linda Effel, former ZAO, for a training.  She began by asking if anyone knew when the DRB began.  When there was no response, she said the duties of the Development Review Board were handled by the Planning Commission and the ZBA (Zoning Board of Adjustment).  The Development Review Board, as a separate entity, was first discussed at an organizational meeting in February 1996 and became a separate board on March 18, 1996.   
Ms. Effel based her training on each word in the name “Development Review Board.”  As she spoke members were referred to various sections of the Bylaws pertinent to the meaning of each of those three words.  She also pointed out specific Bylaw sections which provide the authority for the DRB to act and to render decisions on matters which come before it.  Permitted Uses, Conditional Uses and the section on Definitions were included in the training.
Following her presentation there was time for questions and discussion.  
ZAO Jeff Parizo advised the board regarding permits he has the authority to issue and said sometimes, though he can issue a permit, he feels an applicant is best served to go before the DRB.  Mr. Parizo  recommended the Board review each new application when received to see what Bylaws pertain to the applicant’s request and to formulate their questions from those sections to be addressed at the hearing.  
DRB Rules of Procedure were mentioned, and ex parte communication and conflict of interest were discussed for clarification.  Deliberative session was discussed and the process that needs to happen prior to the board going into deliberative session (clerk, ZAO and all interested parties leave the room and the recorder is turned off).

Administrative Business.  
H. DeMars made a motion to approve the Minutes of December 2, 2015, as written.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  H. DeMars, F. LaFromboise and R. Mitchell voted in favor by voice vote.  B. Ayres, absent from the meeting, abstained.  The Minutes of December 2, 2015, were signed.
The board discussed nominations for two open seats—B. Ayres, presently a board member, wishes to serve a one-year term in 2016 and Stuart Robinson has submitted a Letter of Interest for an open two-year position.  H. DeMars made a motion to nominate Stuart Robinson to the DRB for a term of two years.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  The motion passed 4/0.  

H. DeMars made a motion to reappoint Bob Ayres to the DRB for a term of one year.  R. Mitchell seconded.  The motion passed 4/0.
Clerk will write a memo to the Selectboard advising them of the nominations for each candidate and requesting appointment of each.

H. DeMars said he has been approached by someone interested in serving on the Development Review Board.  Clerk noted the position of alternate is open.  H. DeMars will speak to the individual who is interested.

F. LaFromboise will assume the role of point person for the Cotaville, LLC, hearing on January 20, 2016.
8:44 PM
H. DeMars made a motion to close the DRB meeting of January 6, 2016.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  The motion passed 4/0.
8:44 PM
The meeting closed.
Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk

/s/ Howard DeMars_________________

Jan. 20, 2016________________________

DRB Chair / DRB Co-Chair / DRB Member

Date

