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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF JANUARY 20, 2016
Present:    
Bob Ayres, Howard DeMars, Francis LaFromboise, Ray Mitchell, Stuart Jay Robinson - Board Members; Jeff Parizo​​ - ZAO; Donna LeClair - Clerk
7:01 PM  
H. DeMars called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  Roll call was taken.  There were no changes to the Agenda. 

F. LaFromboise, point person, read the warning for Hearing #12-15SPR&CU – Cotaville, LLC – application for Site Plan Review and Conditional Use to revise previously permitted site layout and supplement permitted use to include storage of empty LP tanks on property located at 6 Island Circle, Parcel ID# 14-20-15.4.  
Mr. LaFromboise asked if there was any ex parte communication or conflict of interest.  H. DeMars said he might have a conflict of interest since he has done work for the applicant.  Other Board members said they did not think it was a conflict of interest since, in his line of work, Mr. DeMars has worked for many community members.  Mr.  DeMars stated he believed he could hear the matter and be fair.
John (Jay) Buermann was present as Agent for Cotaville, LLC.  Panos Lekkas and Lawrence Caron were also present.  All were sworn in by F. LaFromboise.  J. Buermann then explained and demonstrated on a map for the Board the changes his client wishes to make, namely to include the storage of empty LP tanks on property located at 6 Island Circle.  P. Lekkas spoke during the hearing though he and Mr. Caron were present for other business.
A lengthy discussion took place concerning a total of 10,000 gallons on site at any time, referring to previous Hearing #10-15SPR&CU, which came before the DRB on November 4, 2015.  Bylaw 4.10.1.2 was referenced.  Board members discussed whether the LP tanks would be new, therefore empty, and whether there would be propane left in some.  Safety was the main concern, also expressed by community members to or overheard by individual Board members, though no community members were in attendance at this hearing.  
Discussion covered the size of the area in which the LP tanks would be stored, the number and size of the tanks that would be stored, whether they would be on the ground, whether there would be a vertical framework on which to stack them.  F. LaFromboise asked if Cotaville, LLC might provide for the Board, in writing, specs for LP tanks to which J. Buermann responded that the State has regulations on them.  Mr. Buermann stated that Cotaville, LLC has a fire training program for liquefied propane.  He also referenced the requirements of NFPA 58 (National Fire Protection Association Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code).
R. Mitchell asked if Cotaville, LLC is still waiting for its Act 250 and final permit and was told it is.  Mr. Buermann stated that his client’s plan had changed somewhat since the last hearing (on November 4, 2015).  On a map he indicated where there is a lighting pole, landscaping for privacy for nearby landowners, a changed location for the storage trailer, a chain link fenced area which will be screened, a parking area for trucks driven by employees of Cotaville and another area for their personal vehicles when they are driving Cotaville trucks.  Mr. Buermann also stated the road at Island Circle will be paved this year.

Again, questions were asked pertaining to the square footage of the tank storage area, and B. Ayres inquired whether storage would be at ground level.  F. LaFromboise stated he thought storage should not be more than 2-high.  S. Robinson asked whether new tanks stored there would be moved out and others brought in.  Discussion revealed that tanks larger than the size used for BBQ grills have a gauge which would indicate a percentage of propane in the tank.
The Zoning Administrator asked questions of the Board and reminded them to think their stipulations through.  After considerable discussion and a decision to go to deliberative session, F. LaFromboise made a motion to close the hearing for Cotaville, LLC, #12-15SPR&CU for property located at 6 Island Circle, Parcel ID #14-20-15.4.  H. DeMars seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  The motion passed 5/0.
7:49 p.m.
The hearing closed.  Off the record.

7:51 p.m.
On the record.

7:58 p.m.
Panos Lekkas, invited guest, spoke to the board informally to have a better understanding of a request for Variance for a change he wishes to make to his property.  A discussion between the Board and Mr. Lekkas followed.

H. DeMars introduced Lawrence Caron to the Board and stated Mr. Caron had submitted a Letter of Interest to the Selectboard for serving on the DRB as an alternate member.  After discussion, H. DeMars made a motion the Board nominate Lawrence Caron as an alternate member.  S. Robinson seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote 5/0.  The clerk advised the Board there had been a discussion at the Selectboard Meeting on January 11, 2016, that any Board openings should be posted for two weeks prior to seeking new members from the community.  J. Parizo,  also present at that meeting, further advised the Board that because the DRB is a quasi-judicial board, it must quickly have a five-member board in the event of a tie;  therefore, there have been times when DRB members have asked community members if they would serve on the Board.  The Selectboard plans to prepare a policy for advertising openings on community boards, to become effective July 1, 2016.  In the meantime, the DRB has repeatedly advertised open DRB positions in the past with little success finding interested applicants.  As a result of this discussion and learning there are community members who do not know the meetings are open to the public, the Clerk will write an article for The Islander inviting the public to DRB meetings and making them aware of Vermont’s Open Meeting Law.

Administrative Business.

J. Parizo told the Board that application forms will eventually be on line and will be able to be completed on line.  He also spoke of the big move in Montpelier to legalize marijuana and stated we, as a community, can opt out of the commercial aspect if we wish to.  He stated that extracting oils from marijuana is very volatile and said there is an informative 2-1/2 hour video on line from the Marijuana Steering Committee.  Mr. Parizo said the Planning Commission may have to face it and if it makes it into the Bylaws, the Board will have to enforce it.  It remains to be seen how the Legislature will address it.
H. DeMars made a motion to approve the Minutes of the January 6, 2016, DRB meeting as written.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  B. Ayres, H. DeMars, F. LaFromboise and R. Mitchell voted in favor by voice vote.  S. Robinson abstained.  The motion carried.  The Minutes of January 6, 2016, were signed.
F. LaFromboise will assume the role of point person for Hearing #01-16BA Haeger to be held February 3, 2016.
9:09 PM
S. Robinson made a motion to adjourn.  H. DeMars seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  The motion passed 5/0.
9:09 PM
The meeting of January 20, 2016, closed.
Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk

/s/ Howard DeMars_________________

Feb. 3, 2016_______________________

DRB Chair / DRB Co-Chair / DRB Member

Date

