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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF JULY 20, 2016
Present:    
Bob Ayres, Howard DeMars, Francis LaFromboise, Ray Mitchell, Stuart Robinson—Board Members; Lawrence Caron—Alternate; Jeff Parizo—ZAO; Donna LeClair– Clerk.  
7:03 PM  
The DRB Meeting was called to order by H. DeMars, Chair.  Roll call was taken.  After  review, H. DeMars made a motion the Agenda stand as presented.  S. Robinson seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously by voice vote.   

H. DeMars, read the warning to open Hearing #03-16SPR & CU – Town of Grand Isle.  Interested parties present were William Baron, Donal Digan, Ross Christie, Jay Buermann, David Roy, Nate Hayward, Jim Huntington, Panos Lekkas, Todd Boutin and Matt Riesdorff.  The Chair reviewed the order of events and requested disclosure of conflicts of interest or ex parte communication.  R. Mitchell, member of Grand Isle Volunteer Fire Department, expressed a conflict of interest.  H. DeMars advised he could remain in his seat on the Board but not take part in the deliberations.  L. Caron, Alternate, took his place.  S. Robinson stated he does business with the Town Clerk for flowers and knows she is on the Fire Department.  H. DeMars acknowledged we live in a small town and there is interaction between citizens which will not interfere with the Board’s deliberations.  The Chair reviewed definitions of interested persons and asked the Clerk if she had received any written materials pertaining to this hearing.  Clerk stated she had not.  The oath was administered.  The hearing was turned over to Jay Buermann, Agent for Town of Grand Isle.

Jay Buermann took the floor and introduced David Roy, Building Designer, Nate Hayward, Bill Baron, owner-applicant, and members of the Fire Department present.

With a map of the subject property at 17 Hyde Road displayed on an easel, J. Buermann explained how he would present his material relating to a new fire station. Beginning with sheet 1 of 7, he provided a detailed overview of the Town property and discussed boundaries, Lots, V-Trans requirements, curb cut, lighting, signage, landscaping, aesthetics, parking, utilities including emergency power, water allocation from Grand Isle Consolidated Water, wash water, waste water, septic and sewer connections.  Grading and construction was discussed, Lot size, parking lot size and material (gravel) and permits.  Erosion, flooding and culverts were discussed.

7:30 PM
David Roy, Architect, provided more details.  From a map he indicated parking spaces in front of the building for fire department vehicles and a separate parking lot for vehicles of volunteer firefighters and members of the community.  He provided a detailed overview of the building comprising 7200+/- square feet and indicated the inside floor plan.  He answered questions from those present pertaining to showers, contaminates, turn-out gear and the drainage system for roof water.  Mr. Roy stated the building will have a wood frame and be made of steel with a metal roof.  Questions were asked about roof elevations, building height, the possibility of larger trucks in the future, and the time frame when State permits would be completed.  J. Buermann addressed the question concerning permits, stating Act 250 will be the final permit, possibly coming in October.  It is hoped construction can start in October to get the concrete done.  

Further discussion touched on an easement with Isle Lane and keeping all property Lots separate.  The dimension of parking spaces was questioned, swales on the property were discussed as was an opening at the end of the parking lot for fire department volunteers and the public which caused some concern for the possibility that someone might drive through that area to a road on the south side.  There was discussion around the reason it was left open and snow removal was one reason given.  It was suggested a temporary barrier might be put there, far enough back that it would not interfere with snow removal but would prevent anyone driving through.  Looking at the drawing, questions were posed concerning the roof of the fire station, lawn around the building, inside sprinkler system, a traffic signal for Route 2 or an audio alert relative to fire trucks coming out onto Route 2.
8:18 PM
Allowing for questions and answers, B. Ayres made the motion to close Hearing #03-16SPR & CU – Town of Grand Isle and go into deliberative session.  H. DeMars seconded.  The motion was passed by voice vote of B. Ayres, H. DeMars, F. LaFromboise, S. Robinson and L. Caron.  R. Mitchell abstained.
8:24 PM
H. DeMars opened hearing #04-16CU – Williams Family Trust.  The warning was read.  Present were Jay Buermann, Panos Lekkas, Jim Huntington and Sue Mitchell.  There was no conflict of interest or ex parte communication.  The Clerk was asked if any written material relative to this hearing had been received; it had not.  Interested persons were sworn in.

Jay Buermann, Agent, introduced Jim Huntington, contractor for Mr. Williams.  S. Robinson called to the Board’s attention to the last page of the application which did not have the Notary section completed nor was the applicant’s signature legible.  He feels that the application should be complete on its face, that it goes to the process and suggested a line be added for a printed name as well as having the signature line.  J. Buermann responded to S. Robinson’s observations, stating that he knows of no other DRB application that requires a notarized signature.  His client lives and works in Mexico and the Embassy was the only place to have the application notarized.    His client did have a business trip to Texas where he was able to have his signature notarized and he was able to complete page 7 of the application.  Mr. Buermann asked if that section might be removed since he occasionally has clients in other parts of the world.  Mr. Robinson said in his view the application is incomplete and stated the Board is ultimately responsible.  J. Parizo advised Mr. Robinson that he did, in fact, have a notarized page 7 of the application and stated everything was appropriately in order.  A copy of that notarized last page was made for Mr. Robinson and other Board members whose applications did not include the notarized page.

Mr. Robinson was asked by the Chair if he wanted to make a motion to which he responded he didn’t believe a resolution was needed to add a new line administratively, and the hearing continued.

Mr. Buermann explained that his client wished to build a house in an area of special flood hazard.  He provided the Board with background information concerning the location of the property, the years when new water mains were installed, driveway information and the years that Lots 1 and 2 were purchased by the Williams.  He told the Board where the septic was, discussed easements and wetlands and explained that permits were in place in 2015, but by the time they were ready to build, the wetlands had moved hundreds of feet and new Shoreline Protection Laws were in effect.

Jim Huntington, Contractor, described the property in relation to the Lake and stated that he plans to bring in fill to meet Grand Isle Bylaw requirements so the house will be at 105’ and will not be in the flood hazard area.  He said he will put a polished slab on grade which will be the first floor and will raise the elevation around the house.  He said full size trees on the property will abate wave action.  Board members asked questions which were answered by Mr. Huntington and Mr. Buermann; however, the DRB Chair raised questions concerning the elevation of the property, referencing Bylaw  4.11.1[Effect on Drainage] and protection from runoff for adjacent property owners.  The Board asked to see a map which indicated the elevation; J. Buermann produced a copy of the Master Site Plan.  It was noted by R. Mitchell that the elevation scale was inaccurate.  Further discussion ensued with J. Huntington speaking to ways he would take care of water run-off so as not to have water running on neighbors’ property.  A bond was mentioned but  later in the discussion the Board decided a bond was not necessary.

Driveway width was discussed as being met as was the Shoreland.  It was stated that the roads were in, sewer, power and water.


B. Ayres made a recommendation that maps be as clear as possible due to those on the Board being lay people.  He stated that the one they looked at for elevation was difficult to look at, and S. Robinson said they ought to be as close to scale as possible.

H. DeMars made a motion the DRB approve the application for Conditional Use for Williams Family Trust #04-16CU for new development in Areas of Special Flood Hazard for property located at 3 Robinson Point Road, identified by Tax Map Parcel ID #06-01-38.2.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  The motion was approved by voice vote of B. Ayres, H. DeMars, F. LaFromboise, R. Mitchell and S. Robinson.

S. Robinson made a motion to close the hearing on Application #04-16CU, also known as Williams Family Trust.  H. DeMars seconded.  The motion was unanimously passed by all voting members of the DRB.  L. Caron abstained.
9:39 PM
The hearing closed.

9:43 PM
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS:


F. LaFromboise expressed his inability to continue as a full Board member.  L. Caron was asked if he will come on the Board as a full time member and agreed to do so.  Each will write a letter to the Selectboard stating his request.


ZAO UPDATES:  J. Parizo stated he has a major subdivision application for Wilcox Cove and there will be a single lot subdivision coming in.  He stated the Planning Commission has completed work on a capital budget which will go to the Selectboard.  He mentioned a siting bill for emergency renewables and forestry which will eventually come into the Bylaws and there are other changes coming because of decisions the Legislature has approved.  J. Parizo stated Shawn [Mercy]  has been called before the Selectboard three times to answer questions regarding the new Bylaws.  The Annex will be coming before the Board.
9:51 PM
F. LaFromboise left the meeting and the building.


CLERK:  The Minutes of June 15 and July 6, 2016, were reviewed.  The Minutes sheet for July 6, 2016, stated for the record that the DRB meeting for that date was rescheduled to July 20, 2016, at 7 p.m., due to the death and visiting hours for John Lawrence, former member of Grand Isle DRB and Selectboard.  H. DeMars made a motion the Board accept the Minutes of July 6, 2016, as written.  B. Ayres seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  The motion passed.
H. DeMars made a motion the Board accept the June 15, 2016, Minutes as written.  R. Mitchell seconded.  B. Ayres, H. DeMars and R. Mitchell voted in favor.  S. Robinson abstained.  The motion passed. 

Before the meeting closed, the Board looked at the Vermont Statutes that pertain to Grand Isle Bylaw 3.2.1.1 Development of Property, specifically 24 V.S.A. Section 4413(a) and 10 V.S.A. Section 6086 Item K.  Copies of those sections were made for the Board members.
10:12 PM
H. DeMars made a motion to close the meeting.  R. Mitchell seconded.  All approved by voice vote.  The meeting closed.
Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk

_____________________________________________

________________________

DRB Chair / DRB Co-Chair / DRB Member
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