Grand Isle Recreation Committee meeting minutes
August 1th, 2016
In Attendance:  Dave Graham, Jeff Martin and Shevonne Travers
Absent:  Kate O’Neill

Meeting was called to order.  
Minutes were distributed and read.  A motion went forward to approve the minutes and the minutes were approved.  
Shevonne provided updates from David Riesner regarding:  Island Excavating proposal for volleyball court.   The committee agreed to move forward with the proposal.  Shevonne will ask David to follow up with Island Excavating and to check into sand that is most appropriate for beach volleyball.  The committee talked about how to best keep grass from entering the court and will ask David to check into how this might best be accomplished.
There was a discussion about where to place a tennis court and Shevonne shared the conversation about putting it next to the present Yogi batting cage.   Jeff and David indicated that having the court right next to the road would be somewhat inconvenient and potentially dangerous.  People would be running out in the road to get balls.  
The committee discussed meeting with Yogi to discuss moving the batting cage and putting the tennis court in the back field instead.  Jeff indicated he could have that conversation with Mike Talbot soon.
Signage for the park – Shevonne shared visuals of the signage that RISE Vt had made for a park in Highgate.  David R. and Jeff will continue to work on getting signage for our park.  In this conversation, Shevonne shared that Adam White from the select board suggested we take a poll as to what should be the name of the park.  David will put this together for Front Porch Forum and Facebook.
Dave G. reported on how he continues to address keeping the trail clear of weeds.  He is working on ways to reduce the stumps with corn syrup.  He now has a chipper that can be used.  He indicated that Todd Boutin has expressed an interest in having some of the fire department volunteers help with the chipper work.  Dave G. will continue to oversee the work of those individuals who have been assigned to community service in our park.    There have been three new picnic tables constructed and they have been distributed throughout the trail.  Dave G. talked about having ground cloth put down in sections of the trail and that we are expecting more gravel.  Committee members want the trail to be available for walkers, hikers, runners, and for snowshoeing and cross country skiing.  
The trail grand opening will be Sunday, September 25th in the late morning.  We will have a barbeque of sorts and a poker walk around the trail.  The trail is approximately .8 miles long.  We will need to determine how many times around and how many cards are distributed.  Shevonne will ask David R. to begin to publicize this event.  Dave G. indicated that he shared the information about the trail with the planning commission members and they were quite impressed with what has been accomplished.  

Jeff Martin will talk with Julie Dickie about meeting with Dave R. to go over the youth basketball program in more detail.  

Dave G. reported that the town beach now has a dog waste collector and he will for the time being take care of the waste at both locations.  

Shevonne introduced the potential new member – Lisa Shepard – to the committee.  Lisa was not in attendance given that she only received notification of the meeting 24 hours in advance.  She has children attending the school and has a background in working in sports related clubs through boosters.  The committee approved Lisa as a new member.  Shevonne will provide her with this news and invite her to the upcoming meeting.
The next recreation committee meeting is scheduled for September 13th at 6 p.m.  Location is either the school or the town office.  
There were two other discussions – the first about whether to continue with the 4th of July celebration and the decision among the three of the committee members was a resounding yes.  The second discussion was around whether to hold the Haunted Trail as a part of the annual Trunk or Treat.  That has yet to be decided.
Lastly, Dave G. brought up the fact that some of the residents asked why we were no longer sponsoring a summer swimming program and he indicated that he had shared that it was cost prohibitive but that some scholarships might be available should students wish to attend swimming lessons.  This needs further discussion and information.  Lastly Dave G. presented the idea of using the park once a year as a flea market of sorts.  Again, this warrants much further discussion.
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