Grand Isle Town Recreation Committee Minutes
September 13, 2016

In Attendance:  Jeff Martin, Dave Graham, Apryl Cunningham, Lisa Shepard, Shevonne Travers, Kate O’Neill
Minutes from the August 2016 meeting were approved.  
Shevonne Travers introduced the new members of the committee and asked them to share a bit about why they were interested in becoming a member of the committee.  
Discussion about how to manage a six member committee.  Following Melissa Boutin’s suggestion, the committee voted to approve that Lisa Shepard, would serve as a non-voting member for the time-being.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Grand Isle Town Park discussion:  Is there a final decision yet as to what we should call the park? A survey was posted on Facebook earlier in the summer by Dave Riesner.  Dave Graham said he would follow up with the survey results.  Committee members are in favor of calling it the Rec Park.  Grand Isle Rec Park?  Donaldson Rec Park? The reason this is up for discussion is because we would like to order a state highway sign and need to have a decision as to the name. 
Signage at the park – what has happened with this and Rise VT?  We need someone to follow up on this project.  Jeff Martin indicated that the 6th through 8th graders at Grand Isle School might be in need of a community service project which could be addressed in the park.
The volleyball court area was excavated by Island Excavating. Mike Hemmingway, a community member, provided significant assistance in preparing and securing the volleyball net posts.  We learned that the volleyball sand is no longer available from Milton as we had expected.  Jeff Martin will talk with Island Excavating about sand and what might be available and the costs involved.   We also discussed what we might do to keep the grass from creeping into the volleyball court and what if anything needs to be done to prepare the court during the winter.  
The committee as a whole decided to forgo having a community celebration in honor of the trail and the park on September 25th and instead consider doing this either on October 16th or in November.  
Dave Graham updated members about the trail construction and next steps, including trail maintenance.  An individual is providing community service hours in the park.  David is overseeing this activity.  
Dave Graham also reported that members of the Grand Isle Fire Department provided volunteer hours of service with trail preparation in August.  
Jeff Martin talked with Mike Talbot about a location for the tennis court.  Jeff suggests that we meet with YOGI to talk about this in more detail after we have obtained the footprint for a tennis court and marked a few areas.  The next Recreation Committee meeting on October 11th will be held at the Grand Isle Rec Park at 6 p.m.  Following a discussion about where a tennis court could be located, the rest of 
the meeting will take place at Dave Graham’s home.  
Dave Graham also mentioned that a neighbor shared concerns about the refrigerator that is running in the YOGI shack.  Though we were supposed to have access to the shack, this has not happened. 
Shevonne will contact Mike Talbot to learn about a time when we could meet with YOGI and or/Mike to discuss the site for a tennis court within the park and also access to the food shack.   
Dave Graham made a motion to purchase 13 bird houses and post within the park to reduce the mosquito population.  The motion was seconded and carried and Dave will pursue next steps.  It will cost $130 dollars.
Apryl and Lisa reported on the youth soccer program taking place in South Hero this fall.  They suggested that we continue to think of ways we can work together on projects among both towns.  
Apryl is interested in creating more opportunities for youth to hike, have a running club, travel off-islands, etc.   Dave Graham indicates he will talk with CIDER about any transportation possibilities for our youth.  
Trunk or Treat – Kate O’Neill will order a new sign for Trunk or Treat and we will post this at the school.  The event will be held from 5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. at the school.  This will be posted in the Islander and Wild Cat Wisdom.  The committee decided to forgo having a Haunted Trail unless Mr. Emmons would like to do this.  
Shevonne will contact Julie Dickie regarding basketball program information.  We will need a lead person to oversee the basketball program this fall and winter.  
Shevonne will check in with Dave Riesner and learn whether he wishes to continue to assist the committee with recreation projects.  
Shevonne shared a grant opportunity available from the Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness.  Shevonne cannot prepare the grant because she sits on the council.  The committee generated a few ideas as to how funds could be used – one was to shore up the beach, make it safer for swimmers and the other idea is around creating the ice skating rink behind the town hall.  The grant is due in late October.  
The committee adjourned.   






