
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
July 21, 2015
Board Members Present: 
Andy Paradee

David Borthwick-Leslie 

Dwight Bullis 

David Graham

Jeff Parizo
Melissa Boutin, Board Scribe

Absent:

None

Guests: 

None

A. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Andy Paradee. 

B.  Amend Agenda for Matters not listed (New):  David Borthwick-Leslie – Renewable energy at the Ed Weed Fish Hatchery – possible revenue source - add to bottom of the agenda.  
C. Update on Proposed Bylaws & Subdivision Regulations – Jeff Parizo would like to move forward and made a motion to approve the proposed amendments as approved by the Planning Commission thru April 6, 2015.  Dwight Bullis seconds.   Page 75 – APPENDIX B: PRIVATE ROAD STANDARDS E. Arrangement of Roads is discussed by keeping in the word “may”.  Members vote.  Andy Paradee abstains.  All others vote.  Those in favor vote 4-1.  Motion carried.
D. Update on Proposed Town Plan – Page 48 reads cul-de-sacs or dead end roads must and Jeff proposes changing the word to read “may” to agree with the Bylaws as just approved.  Jeff Parizo made a motion to approve the proposed amendments to the Town Plan which includes the above word change and the addition of the Economical Development Chapter.  David Borthwick-Leslie seconds.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
E. Capital Budget – Jeff Parizo reports that he has a lot of correspondence - #1 – Bethany reports that an RFP went out for the culvert inventory which will be paid for thru a grant.  #2 Emailed Chris Herrick, Selectboard Chair in South Hero who responded and seems interested in talking further to co-join town services.  #3 a letter to Regional Planning from Jay Buermann explaining how the Islands are unique with all the hamlets – wanted to bring to their attention so these items don’t get lost in the latest Northwest Regional Plan update.    

F. Potential Grants – Nothing new noted.

G. Any Other Meeting Attendance Update:  Melissa Boutin attended and stated it was a quick meeting that ended about 8:10PM.  Looking to put to the voters to purchase the 4 plus acres of land that surrounds the town buildings for $114K in March, 2016.  
H. Old Business:  Exit 17 – Nothing noted on Exit 17.  Discussed Peter’s Hill in South Hero which AOT is looking at another lane design –VTtrans has opened the access area by Apple Island Resort – there may be a “No Parking” sign installed by the fishing crook in South hero - no known timeline for the above mentioned.
I. Review and Approve Minutes of 07/07/15 – Jeff Parizo refers to Item E – 1 % Local option tax- spoke with someone in town who said the 1% wouldn’t amount to enough based on the information when it was looked at before.  No history given at to how long ago that was.  Would like to gather real figures from the Vermont Department of Taxes, any traffic survey results for Route 314 and Keeler Bay coming from the ferry and perhaps also use for Exit 17.  A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of July 7, 2015.  Dwight Bullis seconds.  Member vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
J.    Any Other Business:  Ed Weed Fish Hatchery – trade off – give up real property taxes and receive a Memorandum of Understanding (M-O-U) which is renegotiated every three years.  Grand Isle would get the use of approximately 40 acres for educational purposes.  David Borthwick-Leslie would like to see if that can get changed to generate renewable energy.  The Fish Hatchery has had a windmill for the past five years or so.  Windmills or solar can be fenced in and have agricultural animals.  Both David’s will research the history of the agreement between the Town and State for the next meeting.  That property is assessed at $13M.
K. Agenda for next meeting on August 4, 2015: 
Guests

Amend Agenda for Matters not listed 

Discuss timelines for the following:

Public Hearing on Proposed Town Bylaws & Subdivision Regulations 
Public Hearing on Proposed Town Plan

Bethany Remmers Capital Budget Plan Update

Old:  Exit 17 Update
Old:  Potential Grant Resources 

Update from any other meeting attendance
Review & Approve Minutes: 07/21/15  

Adjournment 

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held 7PM on Tuesday, August 4, 2015 at the Grand Isle Town Office Community Room. 

A motion to adjourn is made by Jeff Parizo. The motion is seconded by David Borthwick-Leslie. Members vote. All are in favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:21 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

