
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
January 5, 2016
Board Members Present: 
Andy Paradee

Jeff Parizo 

Dwight Bullis 

David Graham

Melissa Boutin, Board Scribe

Absent:

David Borthwick-Leslie 
Guests: 

Bethany Remmers, NRPC

Adam White, SB Chair

Shawn Mercy
A. Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by Andy Paradee
B.        Amend Agenda for Matters not listed (New):  #1) Elect Chairman – Jeff Parizo makes a motion to nominate Andy Paradee as Chair of the Planning Commission.  David Graham seconds the motion.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  #2) Community Survey #3) Shawn Mercy 
C. Capital Budget Plan Update:  Bethany Remmers is present this evening to review the information she has put together based on the data collected from the town.  This plan originates at the Planning Commission level and the Select Board adopts.  Financial questions have been answered.  Currently other than the two dump trucks the Town has no debt.  Capital reserves have been established a number of years ago and have been utilized to purchase items or use as down payments.  Bethany suggests reviewing the content of items listed and the tables, make any changes and/or suggestions to her within the next two weeks.  Jeff offers to facilitate thru him so it all comes from one place.   Items costing more than $5K and a useful life lasting more than five years can be considered as capital budget items.  End date to wrap up with PC and transition to SB is chosen for 02/02/16.  Due to the reconsideration vote being held on the same day Melissa check with the school for available space for a PC meeting starting at 7 PM.   
D. New PC Appointment:  Discussion on filling vacancies for the board with Adam White, SB Chair.  In prior years the process has been that a recommendation from Planning Commission to appoint an individual gets submitted to the Select Board.  The Select Board then acts upon that recommendation.  It is the feeling of the PC Board that a position should not have to be advertised when there is a nominee at hand.  Should there be no one to fill a vacancy then yes advertising by means of the Islander, FPF and town website does make sense.   Adam will bring up at the 01/11/16 SB meeting.  Andy is invited to attend and will be first on the agenda.  
E. Community Survey:  Adam distributes a copy of two surveys that were done by a prior Planning Commission in the fall of 2005 and spring of 2006.  He is here this evening to see if the PC would consider doing another survey.  Most of the questions from the prior surveys are relevant to today now ten years later.  Ideally the Select Board would like to keep it simple and turn this around quickly. The topic will be on the next planning agenda for 01/19/16.   *Surcharge talked about briefly – contact VT Department of Taxes to see what the possibilities are.  $ collected could be used for capital budget items – would want to be very specific*     

F. Updates from Other Meeting(s) Attendance – Nothing to add – items discussed above. 
G. Review & Approve Minutes 12/01/15 – A motion is made by Jeff to approve the minutes of December 1, 2015.  Seconded by Dwight Bullis.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  12/15/15 – postponed until there is a quorum.    
H. Agenda for next meeting on January 19, 2016: 
            Oaths

Guests

Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed 
Capital Budget Plan Changes
Community Survey

Update from other meeting(s) 


Review & Approve Minutes:  12/15/15, 01/05/16
            Adjournment

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held 7PM on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at the Grand Isle Town Office. 

A motion to adjourn is made by David Graham.  Seconded by Jeff Parizo.  Members vote. All are in favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

