



Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
June 16, 2015
Board Members Present: 
Andy Paradee

David Borthwick-Leslie 

Dwight Bullis 

Jeff Parizo
Melissa Boutin, Board Scribe

Absent:

Guests: 
Bethany Remmer, NRPC

Adam White, SB
Howard DeMars, DRB

Shevonne Travers, Rec. Comm.

David Graham, Rec. Comm.

Carolyn McCray, Library Comm.

Lucy Gordon, Library Comm. and Cemetery Comm.

A.  Meeting was called to order at 7:07 PM by Andy Paradee. 

B.  Amend Agenda for Matters not listed (New):  No changes were made. 
C. Capital Budget Update: Bethany Remmers, NRPC is present at the meeting to discuss what has been done to start implementing a Town Capital Plan and gather information from those attending.  The Town was interested years ago (2005) but nothing from that point until just recently.  A grant focusing on transportation was obtained to develop the CIP.  First item was to talk about the process.  The scope should be 5 – 7 years.  Second visit & gather department information.  September is the deadline for completing this project with the help of NRPC.  Tonight there will be discussion on needs/wants with expenditures of 5K or so.  

Town Highway Department – No one present but items such as vehicles, equipment, better back roads, erosion, culverts & culvert inventory are all mentioned.  

Library – existing building requires lots of maintenance; front door, eaves, basement moisture, attic – tried speaking to South Hero to share a new building whom were not interested, options on the table – tear down & re-build however bound to current lot size – no benefit, new site- new building but where and price tag issue.
Cemetery – Road and stone restorations along with mowing are the most expensive items for the Town Cemeteries.  Adding additional parking was expressed as needed. 

Recreation Department – the Town acquired Donaldson Park from the State and would like to get a couple of tennis courts built over the next couple of years which is some where around $200K.  Little League Baseball/Softball have made many improvements but there continues to be one request: real bathroom facilities.  This month the Rec. Dept. had basketball court was re-done. Would like to get picnic tables, bar-b-que  and more roadside visibility.  Current beach known as Marycrest is very small.  Accessibility for the handicapped or elderly is non-existent and really not sure if there is anything that can be done.  Reaching out to the Army Core of Engineers is mentioned.  Island bikeways – rail trail stopped – thousands come here to cycle.  Would like to expand Donaldson Park with hiking trails but due to wet areas would more than likely need cedar walk ways.  Annual budget is $10K and a one time FY’14 $10K was voted in.  
DRB - Howard DeMars expresses on behalf of the DRB it is a volunteer board – small stipend possibly – some members feel they should have I-pads but with evidence presented, he feels paperwork is essential – openness – theses items would be considered supplies and not capital as explained by Bethany however that could change based on how many needed.  The biggest expense for the DRB would be legal representation.  Clerk is a paid part-time position and very valuable to the DRB board.

Municipal Office Building – a new all-in-one building presented in 2012 suggest a cost of $3.75million was defeated 6:1,   new approach may be a phase-in option.

Transfer Station not only generates their own revenue but also has a reserve for items such as balers.   
Historical Society – the old school house roof and ventilation system has been re-done.

There is no one presenting the Grand Isle Rescue, G.I.V.F.D. School or the two water districts tonight.  

Time line schedule is for late September/early October for a report to be ready to present to the Selectboard.  In 2006 a CIP was presented to the Selectboard and put to the wayside.  Today the Selectboard is anxious to have this plan implemented.  Once approved by the SB, it can be updated more easily even annually.  Next meeting with Bethany is scheduled for August 18, 2015.  Jeff Parizo, ZAO offers to communicate between NRPC and PC.    September 15, 2015 is the goal for the draft.  Bethany is thanked for her time.

D. Update on Proposed Bylaws & Subdivision Regulations – due to tonight’s agenda, this will be the focus to wrap up on 07/07/15.
E. Any Other Meeting Attendance Update:  There are no updates from any meetings.

F. Old Business:  Exit 17 – Bethany just left – no updates. 

G. Review and Approve Minutes of 06/02/15 – Tabled until the recorder can be located. 
H. Any Other Business:  None noted.
I.   Agenda for next meeting on July 7, 2015: 
Amend Agenda for Matters not listed 

Update on Proposed Town Bylaws & Subdivision Regulations 
Old:  Capital Budget Plan Update 

Old:  Exit 17 Update
Old:  Potential Grant Resources 

Update from any other meeting attendance
Review & Approve Minutes: 06/16/15  

Adjournment 

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held 7PM on Tuesday, July 7, 2015 at the Grand Isle Town Office Community Room. 

J.  A motion to adjourn is made by Jeff Parizo. The motion is seconded by Dwight Bullis. Members vote. All are in favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

