
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
July 19, 2016
Board Members Present: 
Andy Paradee, Chair

David Graham, Vice-Chair
Dwight Bullis

Shawn Mercy 

Jeff Parizo

Melissa Boutin, Board Scribe

Absent:
None
Guests: 

Bethany Remmers, NRPC
David Borthwick-Leslie
A. Meeting was called to order at 7:04 PM by Andy Paradee.

B. Amend Agenda for Matters not listed (New):  None noted. 
C. Guest:  Bethany Remmers – Here this evening for the Capital Budget Plan.  Apologizes that she does not have everything ready for tonight not 100%.  Planned on using her projector but forgot the power cord.  Draft paper copy is distributed.  Would like to start at page 13 – Municipal rate/education rate – is there a benefit? And how to calculate?  Really can’t pre-determine however, can use examples of grand list values so others can take their own to multiply out to figure the true cost for themselves.  Page 2 – How to engage the Selectboard? Once the document is done the Selectboard will review and perhaps can request for a joint meeting.

D. Community Survey:  Survey is in the hands of the Selectboard.  Overall very pleased.  
E. Updates from Other Meeting(s) Attendance – Shawn Mercy attended the SB meeting last night  There were some questions from them:  #1 Salvage Yards – would like to include boats, mowers possibly simplify vehicles – broaden definitions – junk ordinance – Taylor or Greta of NRPC can come talk about at a later date.  Definition of Salvage Yards comes right out of Vermont State Statutes.  #2 Invasive Species – Is there information on how to deal will ash beetles?  Not a question of will they be here but when the beetle gets here – is there any grant $?  There will be contact the County Forester.  #3 Stormwater – minimum required which came directly from Millie of VLCT.  #4 Windmills – Undue noise, decibel level? All is decided by the Public Service Board not the Town.  #5 Propane – Why the change from 10000 gallons?  Reference kick back to the State.  The State of Vermont Fire Marshall who is trained, knowledgeable and certified where the Planning Commission or any others board members are not.    Jeff Parizo questions if there is any verbage for Energy.  Bethany says there is but not exactly sure when it will be available.  Taylor is working on the Northwest Regional Energy Plan and would be the one to give the proposed language.  Jeff also inquires about the Forestry Plan.  The State of Vermont has a population of about 600,000 – no huge developments to worry about wiping out forests.  Grand Isle does not even have a forest.  Nothing to report on that topic yet.  

F. Guest:  David Borthwick-Leslie – distributes handouts from VT DEC Municipal Roads Program.  Discussion ensued on who in Grand Isle will negotiate with DEC?  VT Better Back Roads grant awarded last year.   David Graham brings up an issue to David Borthwick-Leslie about the vegetation growth particularly through the gut.  Is there any way to dredge the bottom of the lake?  There is millions of dollars being spent to fix the drawbridge but no money being spent on the waterway.   Anything to do with the lake would be addressed to the US Army Corp. of Engineers not the State of Vermont.  
G. Handouts:  Jeff Parizo has some information to take home and read for the members of the board including NE Organic Farming Association, shipping/storage containers – need permit and should there be a definition in the Bylaws?  

H. Review & Approve Minutes:  06/07/16 – A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes.  Seconded by Dwight Bullis.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  No minutes to approve for 06/21/16 due to meeting cancelled as well as 07/05/16 due to Independence Day.
I. Agenda for next meeting on August 2, 2016: 
Guests:  

Amend Agenda for Matters Not Listed 
Capital Budget Plan – updates from NRPC
Community Survey – updates from Selectboard
Update from other meeting(s) attendance

Review & Approve Minutes:  07/19/16
            Adjournment

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held 7PM on Tuesday, August 2, 2016 at the Town Office. 

A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by David Graham.  Members vote. All are in favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned by Andy Paradee at 8:53 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

