
Town of Grand Isle

Minutes of Planning Commission 
August 4, 2015
Board Members Present: 
Andy Paradee

David Borthwick-Leslie 

Dwight Bullis 

David Graham

Jeff Parizo
Melissa Boutin, Board Scribe

Absent:

None

Guests: 

None

A. Meeting was called to order at 7:03 PM by Andy Paradee. 

B.  Amend Agenda for Matters not listed (New):  1) Town Plan – Page 62: Jeff Parizo makes a motion to do away with the word “interconnected”.  David Borthwick-Leslie seconds.   No discussion. Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried. 2)  FYI, daycares in Grand Isle are closing as mentioned by Jeff.  He does not know if the PC can do anything or should even get involved but feels there is a need for good daycare.  Val Hunter, Deanna Waters, Kate O’Neill and Kathy Dubuque all were daycare providers and no longer are in business.  Unaware if this is due to state requirements or strictly personal choices.   3)  Nut Free Chocolates is leaving the Islands by October 31st, 2015 and going to Milton.  Grand Isle is loosing 50 jobs and not aware of any new tenant. 
C. Proposed Town Pan and Bylaws & Subdivision Regulations Public Hearings – The PC Board discusses the date choice for both documents.  The next meeting is reserved for Bethany Remmers of NRPC for the Capital Plan update as well as time needed for notifying abutting Town and scheduling the warning in the Islander.  September 1, 2015 is decided to start at 7PM – 1st Proposed Town Plan followed by the Proposed Bylaws. 
D. Old Business: Exit 17 Update – David Borthwick-Leslie states Exit 17 is moving up in priority with the help of Katherine Dimitruk of NRPC; at least opening the battle of the Islands as being an interested party.  Not much else to report.  Peter’s Hill in South Hero has been re-painted.  It may be re-done again since the only change was making a travel lane for the bikers. With the recent disfunction of the drawbridge  AOT has announced a new schedule – Weekday daytime will be opening 3 times per day and the weekend 5 times – no known timeline for how long this schedule will last for – much work is needed on the drawbridge.  
E. Potential Grants – A newsletter from NRPC was copied and distributed – same information already relayed by Bethany Remmers and Adam White, Selectboard Chair. Nothing new noted.

F. Any Other Meeting Attendance Update:  David Borthwick-Leslie attended the Selectboard meeting last evening.  He asked to discuss renewable energy on pieces of property not privately owned such as the transfer station – brown field litigation – contaminated land –methane – if possible, how long it would last – as well as discuss the fish hatchery.  David Graham reviewed documents that reference 40 acres that can be leased $1 to State of Vermont for a school.  No specs as to where on the 160 acre parcel.  What is the definition of school is asked.  Windmills, solar panels – multi use property.  Currently Jeff Parizo is reviewing five huge files that contain information on the Ed Weed Fish Hatchery.  He has been through two and three to go.  Came across a traffic survey avg. daily traffic – apply 8.5% growth factor – guess about 12K – ferry now operates three boats , three times an hour, 24/7/365 days – Drawbridge – Fourth of July is the State of Vermont’s busiest road – easily 10K vehicles thru the Islands daily.   $.25 ferry surcharge traffic fee = $1M?  First step, new traffic study – may want to further but would need to talk to a lawyer.  More information to come.  
I. Review and Approve Minutes of 07/21/15 – A motion is made by Jeff Parizo to accept the minutes of July 21, 2015.  Dwight Bullis seconds.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
J.    Any Other Business:  1) Tim Cota – looking to build a propane business in Grand Isle – he was denied a 10K tank in South Hero but looking to have 30K.  Was going to Alburgh who has no zoning – trucking himself from Albany – may be getting from rails – PC pursue looking into – must meet State regulations – Selectboard could suspend zoning to make stuff like this happen -  State of Vermont allows for emergency changes – Jeff Parizo can research but walking a fine line with regard to conflict of interest.  His brother does own Island Industrial Park and is being asked by the PC to research.  Just an FYI to all. PC Board members are aware. 2)  David Graham – sales of real estate seems flat line – not sure why. A bit of discussion occurs.  Could it be gas? Jeff Parizo has seen more additions to structures and replacement of structures for permits than new homes to be built.   
K. Agenda for next meeting on August 18, 2015: 
Guests

Amend Agenda for Matters not listed 

Bethany Remmers, NRPC Capital Budget Plan Update
Old:  Exit 17 Update
Old:  Potential Grant Resources 

Update from any other meeting attendance
Review & Approve Minutes: 08/04/15  

Adjournment 

The next meeting of the Commission is scheduled to be held 7PM on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 at the Grand Isle Town Office Community Room. 

A motion to adjourn is made by Jeff Parizo. The motion is seconded by David Graham. Members vote. All are in favor. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin, Planning Commission, Scribe

