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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD
MINUTES OF JULY 18, 2018
Present:
Board Members--Bill Atherton, Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; Alternate Board Member-David Capen; ZAO-Linda Effel; 

Clerk-Donna LeClair
6:00 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chairman F. LaFromboise. Roll call was taken.  J. Longo made a motion to accept the Agenda as written.  It was seconded by J. Steffen.  All voted in favor by voice vote.
6:04 PM
Hearing #06-18FP was opened by F. LaFromboise for Wilfred J. Dubuque and Jeannine L. Dubuque Trust c/o Gary Dubuque (POA for Jeannine Dubuque).    J. Longo then introduced himself as point person, asked those present to turn off cell phones and those participating to state their name for the record when speaking.  There was no conflict of interest or ex parte communication.  J. Longo referenced the preliminary hearing for this matter and instructed those present to remember they were still under oath from that hearing.  Present for this hearing were 
George N. McCain, Jr., of McCain Consulting Inc. as agent for the applicant and Gary Dubuque, POA for Jeannine Dubuque.  No others were present for this hearing. 

J. Longo asked Mr. McCain to update the DRB on the status of the project.  From a displayed map Mr. McCain described the project.  He spoke to the small boundary adjustment to include a row of cedar trees on the property of Jeannine Dubuque and the 9-lot subdivision which includes Dubuque Drive, serving six lots, and Baker Road, serving the other three lots.  McCain stated as they were going through and making curb cuts, they had overlooked a power pole which caused a slight shift on Baker Road resulting in small acreage changes to Lots 7 and 8.  He stated the boundary line around Baker Road is now slightly different from when he came in for the Preliminary Plat but the road standards were left with the dimensions originally depicted.

J. Longo said McCain indicated there had also been a change to Lot 9 and asked what that change was.  McCain said the road originally came in further north and the driveway serving Lot 9 was moved to run parallel to the road rather than “kicking it off the hammerhead.”  McCain stated there were no changes to acreage or the boundary line.  Water lines will stay within the right-of-way.  J. Longo also asked about a wastewater isolation area, stating it wasn’t shown on the other map.  From Mr. McCain’s description, the area was identified as overshadowing.


J. Longo made a motion to close Hearing #06-18FP.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All members voted unanimously in favor by voice vote.

J. Longo made a motion to go into deliberative session on August 1, 2018, to further discuss this project.  K. Wheel seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.
6:13 PM
George McCain and Gary Dubuque left the building.  
6:15 PM
J. Steffen, point person, opened Hearing #07-18FP for Jeffery and Karen Luce with the reading of the warning.  He asked about conflict of interest and ex parte communication.  There was none.  He reminded Mr. and Mrs. Luce of their oath to tell the truth from their previous hearing.  Mr. Luce stood before a map of his property and said the only change from the Sketch Plan Review is the exact acreage.  Proposed Lot 1C is now +/-4.63 acres and proposed Lot 1B is now +/-6.96 acres.

The Clerk stated she had had a phone call from Tim Pay who inquired about interested person status and said he would like a copy of the decision which generated  thoughtful discussion.  J. Longo asked if Mr. Pay had submitted something in writing.   Clerk said he had not.  D. Capen and K. Wheel thought if he had been present at an earlier hearing, he was an Interested Person.  L. Effel said there is different case law.   She referred to the Interested Person Information Sheet and said an Interested Person is only someone who has participated in a proceeding, adding each hearing is different, the Sketch Plan is first.  J. Longo said this is the Final Plat.  Clerk then said along that same line, it seemed to her important that everyone be sworn in at each hearing.  F. LaFromboise and J. Longo both stated that once the hearing is over and the decision has been written, it is a public document for anyone to see.  After extensive discussion, J. Steffen asked if there were any other questions.  Since there were none, J. Steffen moved to close Hearing #07-18FP.  B. Atherton seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.

J. Steffen made a motion to approve Hearing #07-18FP.  B. Atherton seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.

After the hearing, J. Luce made a request to waive the 30-day appeal process.  A silence ensued until the clerk stated it was so noted, and L. Effel explained to Board members that there is a form to waive the appeal process when no interested persons are present.  She explained that Mr. and Mrs. Luce would have to wait until after the decision is signed but then the Mylar may be presented to the Board for checking against the project map and, if nothing has changed, it can be accepted and signed at the same meeting.  J. Steffen asked why Mr. Luce wants to waive the 30 days.  Luce  explained so he could close on his house, and L. Effel explained that it saves the 30 days of the appeal period.  F. LaFromboise said the request has already been approved verbally.
6:24 PM
Jeffery and Karen Luce left the building.


ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 

Updates of Zoning Administrative Officer.  L. Effel reported there are no new DRB applications at this time.

Clerk.  

Members were asked if it is possible for them to come into the office to pick up a new application if it is heavy to mail and there has been no DRB meeting prior to the hearing date pertaining to the application to give them to the Board.  Members indicated a willingness to come to the office to pick up a heavy application if the clerk will let them know to do so.


Minutes of June 20 and July 4, 2018, were reviewed.  F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept the Minutes of July 4, 2018, as written.  B. Atherton seconded and all voted in favor by voice vote.  J. Longo made a motion to accept the Minutes of June 20, 2018, as written.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  Minutes for both dates were signed.

The project map was signed for Hearing #07-18FP – Luce.

August 1, 2018, is the next DRB meeting date.  No hearings are scheduled; however, the Board will meet in deliberative session to discuss Hearing #06-18FP – Dubuque and will work on a draft decision for Hearing #07-18FP - Luce.  This meeting will be closed to the public.  

OLD BUSINESS

At the last meeting 1-inch binders, or larger, were offered to Board members for their DRB documents.  B. Atherton and K. Wheel each requested and were given one.  K. Wheel received hers earlier in the week when she came into the office and B. Atherton received his this evening.  
7:05 PM
F. LaFromboise made a motion to close the meeting at 7:05 p.m. and J. Steffen  seconded.  All voted unanimously in favor by voice vote.  The meeting closed at 7:05 p.m.
Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk
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________________________
DRB Chair / DRB Vice Chair / DRB Member
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