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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 5, 2018
Present:
Board Members--Bill Atherton, Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; 

Clerk-Donna LeClair
Absent:
ZAO—Linda Effel; Alternate Board Member-David Capen
6:04 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by Chairman F. LaFromboise. Roll call was taken.  The order of the Agenda was not discussed.
6:04 PM
Hearing #08-18CU–Grand Isle County Sheriff Department and Applicant Ray Allen.  The hearing was opened by F. LaFromboise, the Warning was read, and it was then turned over to K. Wheel, point person.  Ms. Wheel requested cell phones be turned off.  There were no conflicts of interest or ex parte communication.  Ms. Wheel briefly reviewed the definition of interested persons and administered the oath to Applicant Ray Allen and Jeff Parizo, acting ZAO.  Sheriff Allen was then asked to describe his plan for the property at 10 Island Circle.

Sheriff Allen said the property is presently occupied by Vermont Nut-Free Chocolates which will vacate the building on September 14.  He said the County is purchasing the building, and the entire agency of the Grand Isle County Sheriff Department, including staff and equipment, will be housed in the building at 10 Island Circle.  

R. Allen envisions the building being accessible by agencies such as Probation & Parole, Laurie’s House (women helping battered women), DCF (Department of Children and Families), NUSI (Northwest Unit for Special Investigations), other agencies that lack the space to meet with residents of the County, and for supervised visitation.  He spoke to having a room to teach and provide certification classes for such as first aid, use of AED and CPR, and for hunter safety.  Computer scams, fraud and internet safety classes are also envisioned as well as other public safety courses which may be requested.  Car seat inspections are another service which will be available. 

Sheriff Allen has plans to offer Impaired Driver Rehabilitation courses here in the Islands stating, presently, drivers have to go to St. Albans.  He hopes to have an area for use by DCF and victims of domestic violence; and there is a plan to set up a cooling center for youth and elders during periods of extreme heat/humidity.  He stated the building might be utilized by first responders in the event of a pandemic, adding that he wants to have 300 emergency blankets and 200 cots available which could be quickly transported to an emergency site.  He spoke to the building being a centralized facility.  

Allen is interested in saving costs and making needed services convenient and available to residents who now have to travel to places like St. Albans, Montpelier and St. Johnsbury for some of these services and classes.  Sheriff Allen said presently the department receives one-third of its funds directly from the department from contracts, special details and the like​​​​​​​​​​, one-third from the County tax and one-third from the State of Vermont.  They have received a grant to do search and rescue.

There will be no major changes to the building.  The layout inside the building was described and the plan for each area.  He said there will be a fenced area behind the building to secure boats, marine equipment, trailers, and vehicles of the department.  It will not show from Route 2.  The front of the building will be for administration and public parking.  The public will not have access to the lower level.  There is handicap accessibility from both sides of the building.

J. Parizo asked about privacy fencing for things like storage of vehicles with death resulting and Allen said there will not be any; State Police investigate them because they are time consuming.   K. Wheel and J. Parizo both asked about signs and were told the sign will be the one that is presently used in North Hero.  There will be nothing by the road.  J. Longo asked if there will be any big spotlights.  Sheriff Allen answered that there will probably be about 12 cameras; the lights there are satisfactory.  Setbacks were questioned but they are exempt from consideration.  Ingress and egress to and from the building was discussed, and Sheriff Allen briefly mentioned the possibility of becoming a distribution site.

J. Parizo said this hearing is a change of use from manufacturing to public facility.


K. Wheel asked for a motion to close Hearing #08-18CU.  B. Atherton made a motion to close this hearing and J. Longo seconded.  All voted unanimously in favor by voice vote.

J. Longo made a motion to approve the application for Hearing #08-18CU.  It was seconded by B. Atherton.  All voted in favor by voice vote.
6:42 PM
Sheriff Ray Allen and Jeff Parizo, acting ZAO, left the building.  
6:42 PM
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS.  There were no updates of the Zoning Administrative Officer

F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept the Minutes of August 15, 2018, as written.  J. Steffen seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  The Minutes were signed.

The Decision for Hearing #06-18FP – Dubuque Trust was signed.  The Mylar was signed for Hearing #05-18FP – McNeil & Westlake.

With no upcoming hearings, there was discussion whether to meet on September 19.  It was loosely decided by the Board that the clerk will prepare the Decision for tonight’s hearing and mail a draft copy to each Board member.  Each member will review it and call the clerk with any additions, omissions or changes to be made.  Once finalized, she will then call the Chair or Vice Chair to come in to sign the Decision.


OLD BUSINESS.

Clerk led a brief training which had been postponed from the meeting on August 15, 2018.  It covered Motions, responsibilities of the point person, and appropriate circumstances for administering the oath.

J. Longo asked if a motion was made to cancel the meeting of September 19 and F. LaFromboise made a motion to cancel the meeting of September 19, 2018, which was seconded by B. Atherton.  All voted in favor by voice vote. 
7:00 PM
F. LaFromboise made a motion to close the meeting at 7:00 p.m. seconded by J. Steffen.  All voted unanimously in favor by voice vote.  The meeting closed at 7:00 p.m.
Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk
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