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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458
GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF JULY 17, 2019
Present:
Board Members—Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; 

Alternate, David Capen; ZAO, E. Scott Brown; Clerk–Donna LeClair
Absent:
Board Member, Bill Atherton, and Alternate, Panos Lekkas 
6:00 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Francis LaFromboise.  Roll call was taken.  F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept the Agenda as written.  J. Steffen seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.
6:05 PM
The Chair turned the hearing over to J. Longo who assumed the position of point person for Hearing #03-19BA – Carl F. Cobb, Sr. / Carl F. Cobb Family Trust (Aaron Fuller, Agent) – Application for Boundary Adjustment approval for Rural Residential and Agricultural property located at 47 Lovers Lane and 286 Route 2, identified by Tax Map Parcel ID #03-02-59.1.  

The warning was read.  Copies of Rules of Conduct and Interested Person sheets were distributed.  There was no conflict of interest; no ex parte communication.  Present were:  Aaron Fuller, Agent, Kevin and Lynda Morgan-Gardiner, Bill Maksym, Carl Cobb, Carl Cobb II, Mitchell O’Neill, William Baron, William LeClair.  The oath was administered to all present and Agent, Aaron Fuller, was invited to take the floor to explain the application for boundary adjustment.


From a displayed map, Mr. Fuller explained the request for boundary adjustment and indicated Lots 15 and 20 which are the subject of this evening’s hearing.  Lot #15 has frontage on Lovers Lane and Lot #20 has frontage on Route 2.  The number of acres was stated for each lot.  It was explained there will be no new lot created; this is simply moving the boundary line between existing Lots #15 and #20, which are both owned by Carl F. Cobb Family Trust.  Both lots have existing houses on them.  It was explained that no permit was required for the Agency of Natural Resources.  The new Lot #20 will be 19.42 +/- acres and the new Lot #15 will be 5.19+/- acres.

Mr. Longo asked the ZAO how this happened to come before the DRB since the ZAO has the authority to approve boundary adjustments unless there are unusual circumstances.  Longo asked Brown if there are unusual conditions.  After a moment, Brown answered that the project had come before the DRB based on a recommendation by L. Effel.  C. Cobb said he believed this was more like a subdivision than moving a boundary line which would be the reason for bringing it before the DRB.  F. LaFromboise then asked if Mr. Cobb owns both properties and Mr. Cobb answered in the affirmative.  LaFromboise then said they are just moving the line.  C. Cobb explained that they have leased Leland’s Farm and some other land, and the land they are hooking onto on Lot 20 is tillable land and can be used by the farm operation.  C. Cobb II spoke and said if they do not do the boundary adjustment and they sell the land, the buyer will be able to block them from using 80 per cent of that farm.  F. LaFromboise said they are just making an adjustment to the boundary line, not substantially changing anything.  J. Longo then asked if there were any questions or concerns from the gallery or any questions or concerns from the Board.  Mr. Cobb remarked on the number of people present and wondered if there was a problem.  K. and L. Gardiner spoke briefly regarding the reason they had come.

J. Longo made a motion to approve the boundary line adjustment for Hearing #03-19BA – Carl F. Cobb, Sr. / Carl F. Cobb Family Trust (Aaron Fuller, Agent) as written.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.

J. Longo made a motion to close Hearing #03-19BA; K. Wheel seconded.  All Board members voted in favor by voice vote.
6:13 PM
All interested persons to the hearing left the building.  W. Baron and W. LeClair remained.
6:17 PM
W. Baron came to the table with copies of the decisions for Site Plan Review and Conditional Use approval he had received relative to Hearing #02-19SPR & CU.  He was looking for clarification that the concerns he had expressed at the hearing, specifically the vegetative cover and storm water runoff, had been addressed.  The Board referred Mr. Baron to Appendix C and Section 5.2.2 and stated they felt his concerns were adequately protected by those Bylaw sections.


Baron also inquired why there is a reference to his letter of May 10, 2019, in the decision for Site Plan Review but there is no reference to it in the decision for Conditional Use approval.  Board members discussed Mr. Baron’s concerns and F. LaFromboise explained that it would be repetitious to put the same information in the Conditional Use decision.  Mr. Baron was advised that it will be the responsibility of the ZAO to be sure the conditions of the decisions are followed and, if not, the construction can be shut down.  Baron thanked the Board for their time and the opportunity to discuss his concerns.
6:30 PM
W. Baron left the office.  W. LeClair left soon after.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

Updates of ZAO:  E.S. Brown stated there may be some new business coming before the Board but did not provide more information at this time.

Clerk:  F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept the Minutes of June 19, 2019, as written; J. Longo seconded.  Board members LaFromboise, Longo and Wheel voted in favor by voice vote.  J. Steffen, absent from the June 19 meeting, abstained.  

F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept Minutes of July 3, 2019, which state that the DRB meeting of that date was canceled due to the Independence Day holiday.  J. Steffen seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.

Clerk advised the Board she has need of a new computer monitor.  Longo stated there is money in last year’s budget that can be used for the monitor and stated the Town Clerk has not yet closed the budget for last year.  J. Longo made a motion to ask the Town Clerk to allocate monies from last year’s DRB budget for the purchase of a new monitor for the DRB clerk.  K. Wheel seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.

UPCOMING HEARINGS:  J. Longo said the BCA Clerk, Melissa Boutin, asked if the DRB has anything scheduled for August 7, 2019, since that night seems to be most favorable to BCA members.  ZAO Brown said he thought it unlikely the application he made reference to would come in by the end of the week, and Clerk stated it would need to in order to be warned for an August 7 hearing date.  J. Longo made a motion to cancel the August 7 DRB meeting.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  Those present voted in favor by voice vote.
6:39PM
F. LaFromboise made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  J. Steffen seconded.  Those present voted unanimously in favor.  The meeting closed at 6:39 p.m.

Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk


_______________________________      

_____________________

DRB Chair / DRB Vice Chair / DRB Member

Date
