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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458
GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2019
Present:
Board Members—Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; Alternate—David Capen; ZAO—E. Scott Brown; Clerk–Donna LeClair
Absent:
Board Member, Bill Atherton and Alternate, Panos Lekkas
6:06 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. by F. LaFromboise, Chair.  Roll call was taken.  F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept the Agenda; J. Steffen seconded; all voted in favor.  D. Capen sat on the board for the first hearing and did so for this evening.  Board member Bill Atherton, present for the first hearing, was absent.
6:07 PM
J. Steffen, point person, reopened Hearing #04-19SKP – Brett and Joan Sylvester, and asked if there were conflicts of interest or ex parte communication.  J. Longo stated he had been approached a few days ago by the ZAO to help the applicant and his engineer decide how to present a map for the DRB.  Longo wanted to be on the record and stated he gave advice relative to making the map.  He described himself as an individual and recused himself because of the ex parte communication and also because he was not present at the first hearing.  

J. Steffen reminded the applicant he was still under oath from the first meeting for his hearing.
6:08 PM
J. Longo left the building.


The Board looked at the map displayed on an easel and at individual copies each Board member had.  F. LaFromboise advised the applicant regarding lines on the map and what should be included.  The applicant was told that the Mylar will be laid over the top of the project map which is accepted by the Board.  There was a question about an insert shown on the new map submitted by the applicant and LaFromboise said that wouldn’t be included on the Mylar.  D. Capen stated he thinks it is important because it shows the one-lot subdivision.


D. Capen made a motion to classify the sketch plan as a single-lot subdivision.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote. 
6:15 PM
J. Steffen opened Hearing #04-19FP – Brett and Joan Sylvester, and the warning was read.  D. Capen asked the applicant about septic and water.  Sylvester said wastewater has been approved by Permit number WW-6-1309.  He said the road is built to standards, and there is a storm water permit and general permit in place.  District 4 water service runs the length of the property.  All utility lines are underground.  Sylvester said road diagrams and studies laid out water lines which were approved in 2009.  Both lots currently have septic systems in place and alternate system locations.

D. Capen expressed a concern that the new lot does not have 150’ frontage and stated that it is in the Bylaws under Section 3.3 -- Minimum Dimensional Requirements.  K. Wheel asked if Passage View Lane is a private road.  Sylvester said the map only shows the road to where the driveway comes in and said the road extends down and around a corner from what the map shows.  Looking at the map, F. LaFromboise confirmed that the road comes into a cul-de-sac.  A lengthy discussion took place regarding frontage for the new lot.  The Bylaws were reviewed, definitions were looked at, and members discussed again whether Passage View Lane is a road or a driveway.  Sylvester said it is a road.  Different suggestions were voiced concerning a way to meet the Bylaw requirement for 150 feet of frontage. 


Sylvester stated the Board had reviewed the proposed major lot subdivision in the hearings for Sketch Plan and Preliminary Plat and this concern had never been voiced in the past.  F. LaFromboise told him the Board would come up with an answer for him.  D. Capen made a motion to close Hearing #04-19SKP & FP.  F. LaFromboise seconded but the Board did not vote on it.  F. LaFromboise restated the motion that the Board close the hearing and go into deliberative session.  K. Wheel seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote. 
7:10 PM
Brett Sylvester left the building.
7:11 PM
Off the record for deliberative session.

7:30 PM
Out of deliberative session.  On the record.
7:31 PM
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS  

Updates of ZAO – S. Brown discussed with Board members a general question pertaining to easements.  He knows of no pending applications for the DRB.

Clerk – After review of Minutes from the last meeting D. Capen made a motion to approve the Minutes of September 18, 2019; F. LaFromboise seconded; all voted in favor.

Old Business Templates for Site Plan Review and Conditional Use Approval will be discussed at the next meeting if there is time after finalizing the Sylvester Decision. 
7:48 PM
J. Steffen made a motion to adjourn at 7:48 p.m.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted approval by voice vote.

Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk
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