DRB Meeting of November 20, 2019

Page 2 of 3

TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458
GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 20, 2019
Present:

Board Members—Bill Atherton, Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Kristy 
Wheel; Alternate—David Capen; ZAO—E. Scott Brown; Clerk–Donna LeClair
Absent:

Board Member Joseph Steffen and Alternate Panos Lekkas
Others Present:  
Roy Maynard, Jeff Parizo, Emily Clark, Jesse Remmey
6:04 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. by F. LaFromboise, Chair.  Roll call was taken. J. Steffen drove into the yard and immediately got a service call he had to respond to so he left.  In his place, D. Capen served as Board member.  Since there were no changes to the Agenda, F. LaFromboise motioned to accept it; B. Atherton seconded; all present voted in favor by voice vote.

J. Longo, point person, opened Hearing #05-19SPR – Westside Enterprises, Inc., Roy Maynard, Agent, by reading the warning.  Present this evening were Roy Maynard, Jeff Parizo for the Select Board, and Emily Clark.  There was no conflict of interest and no ex parte communication.  J. Longo stated the application was for a Site Plan Review, not a Sketch Plan Review as it appears in the application.  He also stated that the fee for an application for Site Plan Review is $200, and the fee for Sketch Plan Review is $250, and $250 was inadvertently charged since the application was for Site Plan Review, not for Sketch Plan Review.  J. Longo made a motion the Town of Grand Isle refund $50 which was overpaid for this hearing.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  

J. Longo stated the Board had received three different letters as evidence:  letter dated November 17, 2019, from Interested Person, Donald “Scott” Johnstone, by proxy; letter dated October 26, 2019, from Roy Maynard to William Dodge, Esq.; and, lastly, letter dated November 1, 2019, addressed to Roy Maynard signed by William Dodge, Esq., stating they don’t expect any interest by AT & T pursuing an additional cell tower at 45 Bell Hill Road, Grand Isle, VT.  Based on that letter alone, Longo asked Mr. Maynard if he wished to retract his application.  Maynard replied that he did not.  J. Longo promptly administered the oath to those present, and R. Maynard addressed the Board.  He said he wished to explain to the Board what he has in mind and explore the possibility of a communication tower on the west side of Grand Isle since there is virtually no cell service there.  He stated AT&T is just one provider.  He said he is looking into the feasibility of putting one on property he owns with high elevation that borders state land. 

J. Longo told Maynard he had to go to the Public Utility Company.  S. Brown explained this meeting before the DRB is an investigation of feasibility for Mr. Maynard which he (ZAO) considers more a sketch plan than a site plan because there is no project at this time.  D. Capen and K. Wheel both referenced the Bylaws and Appendix D noting that the facility not be built on speculation.

J. Parizo spoke saying the application should have been Conditional Use because “you are changing the use of the land.”  He stated further if the Board were to go with Site Plan, under 5.2.2, #4, a map must show the scale, referencing north and date of the survey.  Parizo said he had not seen a survey and the DRB cannot rule on something that is not complete.

E. Clark referred to Appendix D and stated substantial deference will be given to the Planning Commission and Select Board, not the DRB, and said it seems that the town’s having strong language helps to uphold the town’s intention.  

Jesse Remmey arrived late.  He was not sworn in but neither did he speak at the meeting.  

Later in the meeting J. Longo asked Mr. Maynard again if he wished to retract his application.  Maynard said he did, for a Site Plan, to which Longo replied, “Let the record show Mr. Maynard is retracting his application for a Site Plan.”

ZAO Brown asked about the possibility of Mr. Maynard coming back with a letter from a utility company, and the Board stated he would have to begin the process again with a new application.

Discussion continued between the Board, ZAO, J. Parizo and E. Clark regarding elevations, tower heights, State Statutes, Town Bylaws and co-locating with an existing facility.

Mr. Maynard thanked the Board and left the building


J. Longo made a motion to close Hearing #05-19SPR; F. LaFromboise seconded.  Those present voted in favor by voice vote.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS

ZAO:  J. Parizo spoke to S. Brown and said, for the Planning Commission, he (Parizo) is his back-up if S. Brown should have a conflict.  S. Brown did not have any new ZAO business to discuss.  He did say, relative to this evening’s cell tower discussion, that the Planning Commission and Select Board are the only Boards having standing.

Clerk:  The Mylar for Hearing #04-19SKP & FP – Sylvester was compared to the project map and signed.


F. LaFromboise motioned to accept the Minutes of November 6, 2019, as written; B. Atherton seconded.  D. Capen, absent from the last meeting, abstained.  All others voted in favor by voice vote.   

J. Longo led a budget discussion for FY2021 and proposed a plan for Board members and Alternates to receive a stipend.  He stated there are 26 possible meetings a year and based the number of DRB meetings at 20 weeks since there are holidays and times when meetings are cancelled.  He proposed a plan for a stipend based on attendance at meetings, as follows:  $75 per meeting for the chair; $50 per meeting for each of the other members.  Alternates will receive $50 each meeting whenever they substitute for a Board member.  J. Longo said there will need to be a new line item in the proposed Budget for the stipend and the FICA will change to include the clerk and the Board’s stipend.  J. Parizo said the DRB stipend should be in line with the Select Board.

B. Atherton announced he will serve another 1-year term.  F. LaFromboise will serve another 3-year term; J. Steffen will serve another 2-year term; and Alternates D. Capen and P. Lekkas both agreed to serve another 1-year term.  The Board will continue with all the present members and alternates.  

There was no discussion of a time to review templates for Site Plan Review and/or Conditional Use Approval at this meeting.


J. Longo made a motion to cancel the December 4, 2019, DRB meeting; B. Atherton seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.
7:33 PM
J. Longo made a motion to adjourn this meeting.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  The meeting closed at 7:33 p.m.

Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk


_______________________________      

_____________________

DRB Chair / DRB Vice Chair / DRB Member

Date
