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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458
GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 6, 2019
Present:
Board Members—Bill Atherton, Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; Alternate—Panos Lekkas; ZAO—E. Scott Brown; Clerk–Donna LeClair
Absent:
Alternate David Capen was away
6:03 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by F. LaFromboise, Chair.  Roll call was taken.  F. LaFromboise asked if there were any amendments to the Agenda.  J. Longo said he wanted to discuss an upcoming hearing on the 2020 schedule.  Clerk said she had moved the Decision and Project Map for Hearing #04-19SKP & FP – Sylvester first on the Agenda before the Minutes, which was a change from the order of the Agenda they had received in the mail.  Clerk said there was a Budget sheet added to their papers this evening that could be discussed at the next meeting.  She also noted that each member has a new application for Westside Enterprises, Inc., which is scheduled for November 20, 2019.  F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept the Agenda with these changes.  J. Longo seconded; all voted in favor by voice vote.

Brett Sylvester was present with the couple who wish to purchase the new lot.  J. Longo informed them there was no hearing this evening and they did not need to be present.  J. Longo stated if the Board is satisfied with the Decision it could be signed, but if there were to be any discussion about conditions or any other part of the Decision, the Board would need to go into deliberative session and B. Sylvester and party would need to leave.  F. LaFromboise said the Decision had already been discussed and it was ready to be signed.  The Decision and the project map were both signed and Sylvester, et al left the office.


ZAO Updates:  S. Brown discussed various Bylaws pertaining to such topics as permits, applications, sheds, setbacks, fences, etc. that he or community members have questioned multiple times.  J. Longo said even though a permit may not be needed for some of these structures, they are taxable, and the Planning Commission is reviewing the Bylaws now, relative to needed changes.  Longo suggested S. Brown


make a list for the Planning Board to review.


At the October 16, 2019, meeting the Clerk had two sections of the Bylaws that carried over to this evening for discussion—4.16 Private Roads and 5.1 Subdivision, Large- Area and High-Impact Developments.  These were discussed and will be sent to the Planning Commission for review. 


 F. LaFromboise motioned to accept the Minutes as written; J. Steffen seconded.  B. Atherton and J. Longo, absent from the last meeting, abstained.  All others voted in favor by voice vote.   

Board members whose Terms will expire this year are:  B. Atherton (1 year), F. LaFromboise (3 years), J. Steffen (2 years) and Alternates D. Capen and P. Lekkas (each 1 year).  B. Atherton will have an answer at the next meeting whether he will serve another term.  F. LaFromboise and J. Steffen both said they will stay on the Board, though term lengths were not determined.  P. Lekkas said he will serve again as Alternate or full Board member, and D. Capen, at an earlier date, told the Clerk he is willing to serve as Alternate or take a term as Board member.  


Regarding the Budget for FY 2021, J. Longo asked the Clerk if she will get a copy of the year-to-date budget from the Town Clerk for the next meeting.  F. LaFromboise remarked on the work done by the Planning Commission and the DRB and said he thinks a stipend of $1200 a year per Board member would not be unreasonable.  J. Longo agreed and added that Alternates should receive “x-amount” when they fill in at a meeting for a permanent Board member. 

There was no discussion of templates for Site Plan Review and/or Conditional Use Approval at this meeting.


J. Longo made a motion to cancel the DRB meeting that falls on January 1, 2020.  K. Wheel seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.
7:40 PM
F. LaFromboise made a motion to adjourn this meeting at 7:40 p.m.  B. Atherton seconded.  All voted approval by voice vote.
Elect 

Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk
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DRB Chair / DRB Vice Chair / DRB Member
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