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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458
GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF JANUARY 15, 2020
Present:
Board Members—Francis LaFromboise, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; Alternates—David Capen, Panos Lekkas; Clerk-–Donna LeClair
Absent:
Board Member, Bill Atherton, and ZAO, E. Scott Brown
6:07 PM  
The meeting was called to order at 6:07 p.m. by F. LaFromboise, Chair.  Roll call was taken.  F. LaFromboise asked if there were any changes to the Agenda and Clerk said they each have a copy of the Budget for FY 2021 and it could be discussed before the Rules of Procedure and Conflict of Interest.  With no other changes, F. LaFromboise made a motion to accept the Agenda; J. Steffen seconded; all voted in favor.  

It was noted ZAO Scott Brown was not present.  J. Longo said he and Brown had discussed his coming to tonight’s meeting, but he has nothing to report relative to the DRB.  B. Atherton was not present for this meeting and P. Lekkas arrived shortly after the meeting began.

ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS.  The first order of business was to elect a new Chair, Vice-Chair and Clerk.  F. LaFromboise suggested J. Longo be Chair; Longo declined.  J. Longo made a motion that either K. Wheel or J. Steffen become chair.  K. Wheel declined.  Longo said he appreciated those who were willing to come onto the Board and spoke to a variety of talent.  J. Steffen said he will accept the position of Chair with the proviso that he will need help.  Longo and LaFromboise both promised to support Steffen as Chair, and Longo spoke positively regarding the two alternates who attend meetings, are preparing themselves for succession to the Board.  J. Longo made a motion to nominate Joseph Steffen as Chairman.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted affirmatively by voice vote.  A brief discussion took place regarding the term Vice Chair or Co-Chair.  J. Longo nominated Kristy Wheel as Vice Chair.  J. Steffen seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  J. Longo made a suggestion to the Clerk to put “Chair” and “Vice Chair” on their name tags.  J. Longo made a motion to elect Donna LeClair as Clerk.  F. LaFromboise seconded and all voted in favor by voice vote.

Clerk went over Budget revisions made by the Select Board.  J. Longo asked if everyone has a copy of the finalized budget, and Clerk said she will include one when she mails the draft Minutes.  J. Longo asked the Clerk to put in the Minutes that next year when the Board works on the Budget, an allocation should be made for an assistant to the Clerk for 3-6 hours a week for training purposes.  Longo also told the Board the Clerk wrote an article for The Islander seeking new DRB members in response to the Select Board’s request for transparency and inviting new people to fill town Board positions.  There was no response to the article.  


D. Capen made a motion to approve the Minutes of November 20, 2019; J. Longo seconded; all voted in favor by voice vote.  The Minutes were signed.

Clerk reminded those present that she had mailed each of them a notice of training titled “Essentials of Land Use Planning & Regulation,” to be held in South Hero on February 4, 2020, 7 – 9 p.m.  She asked if anyone plans to go in order to respond to an RSVP request to Northwest Regional Planning Commission who is sponsoring the training.  There is interest from 5, possibly 6.  Clerk will advise NRPC.

Under Old Business, work on Templates for Site Plan Review and Conditional Use Approval will be tabled at this time.  D. Capen said he will not be present at the next meeting but offered to work on these DRB templates when he returns from an upcoming trip in mid-March.  His offer was accepted.


Clerk asked if the Board would go over the Rules of Procedure and Conflict of Interest, and J. Longo moved to accept the Rules of Procedure (and Conflict of Interest) as written from last year.  F. LaFromboise seconded.  All voted in favor.  There was no discussion.  The Rules of Procedure and Conflict of Interest were signed and dated by all present this evening.    


Upcoming hearings were reviewed and it was noted the dates were wrong.  J. Longo took responsibility saying he had put up a calendar thinking it was for 2020 but it was for 2019.

7:03 PM
F. LaFromboise made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  J. Steffen seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.

Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk


_______________________________      

_____________________

DRB Chair / DRB Vice Chair / DRB Member

Date
