DRAFT
EMERGENCY CEMETERY MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 17, 2020
Meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. by Ilyo McCray, Vice Chairman
Present: Lucille Campbell, Val Hunter, Sue Lawrence, Ilyo McCray
Wide ranging discussion concerning January 14, 2020 letter from the Grand Isle Selectboard notifying the Cemetery Commission of the reduction of the FY 2021 Cemetery budget from $44,000 to $24,000. Points raised were: 
Level funding of Cemetery budget was verbally agreed to in August and September, 2020 by Merritt Vantine and Jeff Parizo and passed by the Commission on October 8, 2019.
	On November 12, 2019 AnnaMarie DeMars, Selectboard chair, attended the Cemetery Commission meeting and requested that the Cemetery budget be reduced by $10,000. The Commission was not in favor and pointed out that any surplus would be used to extend the road on the west side on the Cemetery. At that time the Selectboard was in possession of e-mails from VLCT stating that a Selectboard has the authority to reduce any town department’s budget even if it is a separate item on the Town Meeting warning, but that information was not shared with the Cemetery Commission.
	The Cemetery Commission has followed Vermont statues governing Cemeteries which state “Cemetery commissioners. When a town votes to place its public burial grounds under the charge of cemetery commissioners, it shall elect separately a board of three or five cemetery commissioners, who shall have the care and management of such burial ground and exercise all the powers, rights, and duties with respect to such care and management and all responsibility on the part of the selectboard shall cease.” (18 V.S.A. § 5373) and ”The board of cemetery commissioners has sole control over monies received and expended for town cemetery purposes. (18 V.S.A. §5377)
	There was no further communication from the Selectboard in regard to the Cemetery FY 2021 budget until January 14, 2020. No Cemetery Commissioner was aware of the Special Selectboard Meeting of January 9, 2020 at which the Selectboard, with apparently no discussion, voted to reduce the Cemetery budget by $20,000 to a revised total of $24,000.

Lucille moved to have the Cemetery Commission write a letter to present to the Selectboard at their January 20, 2020 meeting. Val seconded, all in favor, motion passed. All Commisssioners will try to attend the January 20 meeting. Letter is attached to these minutes.

Addition to the agenda: Discussion of extension of road. Val will get two estimates, one for a partial road extension to the south side, and the second for the complete extension to the south and back north to the last gate.
Lucille moved to adjourn, Val seconded. Passed. Meeting adjourned at 5:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Lucille Campbell, Recording Secretary

To: Grand Isle Selectboard
AnnaMarie DeMars, Chair; Eric Godin; Jeff Parizo; Diane Cota; Rachael Griggs

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Grand Isle Cemetery Commissioners appreciate your concern in regard to keeping the Town budget reasonable.
The Cemetery Commission level funded the FY 2021 budget as of September 2019 per knowledge of the Selectboard; at the November 12, 2019 Cemetery Commission meeting the Selectboard chair asked the Cemetery Commission to cut the Cemetery budget of $44,000 for FY 2021 by $10,000 with no explanation, or without informing us, although the Selectboard had knowledge that the Selectboard had authority to change or reject all budgets.
It was the Cemetery Commissioners’ belief that the Cemetery Commission budget was submitted directly to the Grand Isle voters for approval as a separate item on the warning, without any changes.
Per letter dated January 14, 2020 from the Selectboard we were informed as a Cemetery Commission of the Special Selectboard Meeting of January 9, 2020 at which the Cemetery budget was discussed and revised by a $20,000 reduction, without Cemetery Commission input.
As the elected Cemetery Commissioners we ask the Grand Isle Selectboard to rescind the following motion passed by the full Selectboard on January 9, 2020: “Jeff Parizo motions that we change the Cemetery Commissions budget to $24,000” and to reconsider an annual Cemetery budget for FY 2021 of $34,000.
In the future, the Cemetery Commissioners ask for cooperation between the Boards in regard to setting future annual budgets.

Respectfully,
The Grand Isle Cemetery Commissioners
Ilyo McCray, Vice Chair
Susan Lawrence, Secretary
Lucille Campbell, Recording Secretary
Valerie Hunter 

Above letter approved by Cemetery Commission at Emergency Meeting, January 17, 2020









	

	

