
Town of Grand Isle

Board of Civil Authority 
March 8, 2021
BCA Members Present: 
Diane Cota

AnnaMarie DeMars

Michael Inners

Charlotte Kennedy

John LaBarge

Sue Lawrence

Jeff Parizo 
Adam White

Melissa Boutin

Other(s) in Attendance:

Ron Bushway
Michael Donahue

Linda Effel

Rachael Griggs

Charles Hollon

John Klesch

Joe Longo

The Islander-Tonya Poutry
A. Meeting is called to order at 10:03 AM by Michael Inners, BCA Chair. 
B. Amend Agenda for items not listed:  None noted.

C. Appoint Election Officials:  
Michael suggests appointing the same Election Officials including the pre-count teams for pre-processing of absentee ballots.  Those listed:  Michael Inners, John LaBarge, Peter Riegelman, Joe Longo, Sue Moquin, Diane Cota, Donna LeClair, Scott Brown, Charlotte Kennedy, Charles Hollon, and Ron Waller.  A motion is made by Adam White to accept those nominated as listed above to be Election Officials for the recount.  The motion is seconded by Charlotte Kennedy.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.  Melissa Boutin is omitted from the list due to being one of the candidates involved in the recount for Town Treasurer.  Sue Moquin is available and willing to serve as interim Town Clerk and supervise the recount.  A motion is made by Charlotte Kennedy to appoint Sue Moquin as interim Town Clerk to supervise the recount for Town Treasurer.  The motion is seconded by Adam White.  No discussion.  Members vote.  All are in favor.  Motion carried.
D. Recount Procedures:  Michael Inners explains the ballots will be delivered by Sue Moquin and emptied onto the table.  He then proposes sorting ballots into 3 piles: the two candidates and the third for all others (blanks, write-ins, over votes).  There will be teams of two to count piles of 25 and each team will verify the count again.  A tally will be reached by those counting, certified and delivered to Sue Moquin to declare the results.  Procedure is agreed by all.
E. Proposed Recount Date:  03/10/21 at 10 AM is proposed.  Stated argument from Linda Effel about being held outside of requirement.  John Klesch, Town Attorney states the day submitted does not count as day 1. Request received on Thursday, 03/04/21, 2-to-5 day window begins on Friday.  The law can be interpreted a couple of ways, no concrete answer whether weekdays, calendar days – to set or to set and hold recount.  If possible, hold recount no later than Tuesday and it would comply.  John LaBarge suggests calling Secretary of State Elections Division to clarify.  Michael Inners asks both parties if they would agree to a continuance to be held on 03/10/21.  Linda Effel is first to reply that she will not consent to the Town violating the law.  Michael Inners notes denied request but also clarifies that continuances are fairly common and is not a violation of the law.  The recount is scheduled for today at 2 PM.  Diane Cota, Michael Inners, Charlotte Kennedy, John LaBarge, Sue Lawrence and Joe Longo will be the teams.  Sue Moquin will oversee the recount process.  The recount will be available by zoom and recorded.  Two others from the public can be present in designated area and all must wear face coverings. 
A motion is made by Diane Cota to adjourn.  The motion is seconded by Charlotte Kennedy.   Members vote. All are in favor. Motion carried.  Meeting is adjourned by Michael Inners at 10:25 AM. 
Respectfully Submitted: Melissa A. Boutin

