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TOWN OF GRAND ISLE

9 HYDE ROAD

GRAND ISLE, VERMONT 05458

GRAND ISLE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 16, 2020 via ZOOM
Present:
Board Members—Bill Atherton, Joe Longo, Joseph Steffen, Kristy Wheel; Alternates--David Capen, Panos Lekkas; ZAO--E. Scott Brown; Clerk-–Donna LeClair
Absent:
Board Members--Francis LaFromboise
6:01 PM  
This meeting, held via Zoom, was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by J. Steffen, Chair.   Roll call was taken.  J. Steffen opened the meeting by reading the Remote Public Meeting Script.  He then asked if there were changes to the Agenda. Clerk noted under Old Business, that she wished to add “Stipend” and “Budget” for a brief discussion.  J. Longo made a motion to accept the Agenda with the additions.  K. Wheel seconded, and all Board members present voted unanimously in favor.

J. Steffen, point person for Hearing #03-20SKP – Brett and Joan Sylvester, read the warning.  Present for this hearing were Brett and Joan Sylvester and Luke Votta.   P. Lekkas entered shortly after the meeting began and was asked to serve as a full Board member for a 5-member board.

J. Steffen confirmed everyone could hear each other and reviewed the order of events.   There was no Conflict of Interest or ex parte communication.  The oath was administered to the applicants and Mr. Votta. 

Applicant B. Sylvester then described his plan to separate 4.4 acres from the original parcel of 137.6 acres.  He said utilities are underground, and it is permitted as to wastewater and storm water.  Water is supplied by District 4 and electric by Vermont Electric Cooperative.  He said septic goes onto Lot 2 for which an easement will be provided.


D. Capen asked Sylvester to explain heavy black markings shown along the boundary of the map prepared by Robenstein.  Not understanding the question, there was discussion back and forth between B. Sylvester and Board members, until B. Sylvester said they were survey points that were marked out.  J. Longo asked why there are so many Lot 2 notations shown.  Both B. and J. Sylvester said they are noting that Lot 2 surrounds the parcel they are separating.


J. Longo said, “Brett, on the internet, it is public knowledge that you have many lots for sale.  Is that true?”  Sylvester stated if they found a buyer, “we would do what we are doing tonight.”  There was further discussion concerning delineation lines for several lots, and B. Sylvester said they do have two other areas for sale.


J. Steffen asked if the Board is looking just to classify this application.  J. Longo said if there are no other questions, he would like to make a motion to recess this meeting to a date and time certain to go into Deliberative Session on October 7 at 6 p.m.  K. Wheel seconded.  All voted in favor by voice vote.  He added that the Board would like to invite the ZAO and Clerk, as well as the Board members who are present tonight.


At this point, the Zoom meeting suddenly came to a close, and all contact was lost with B. and J. Sylvester, Board members, and L. Votta.  J. Longo called IT and, then, by pressing “Start,” regained access to all who were present before the loss of contact.

B. Sylvester asked if there are additional materials they needed to provide and asked if they need to come to another meeting.  J. Longo explained about Deliberative Session and that they do not need to attend the October 7 meeting.  B. Sylvester then asked how much of the private road they need to show, whether to show the entire length of the town highway on a Final Plat.  Longo explained that would be determined at the meeting on October 7.  Sylvester then said they would wait for the letter.  The meeting ended at 6:25 p.m.   B. and J. Sylvester and L. Votta left the meeting.

6:50 PM
J. Steffen read the warning and opened Hearing #04-20SKP—Robert L. McDonald.  He read The Remote Public Meeting Script, and the meeting was turned over to K. Wheel, point person.  Present for this hearing was Robert L. McDonald, Jay Buermann and Tad Wilder.  There was no conflict of interest and no ex parte communication.  K. Wheel asked the applicant and interested parties to repeat the oath after her, which they did.  Jay Buermann, Engineer of the project, described the plan to the Board as follows:  Two new lots are proposed—one being about 1.5 acres and the other 1.7 acres, and each proposed lot should support a single family residence.  The property currently is improved with a shared drive serving the homes of Mr. McDonald and Mr. Wilder.  They are proposing to modify the shared drive to become a proposed road since it will be serving more lots.  There is a plan to relocate the road slightly, and VTrans agrees with the proposed location as an improvement over the existing location.  That VTrans permit is pending review.  J. Buermann stated his opinion that all the requirements of Section 7.11.2 were shown on sheet 1 [of the maps], and he said they are asking for a classification as a Minor Subdivision, not a Single Lot Subdivision.  Buermann then asked Mr. McDonald if he had missed anything; Mr. McDonald replied he didn’t think so.  


K. Wheel asked if the DRB will go into deliberative session for this project to which J. Longo replied, “I think we should.”  Longo then said “We accept Jay’s [Buermann] testimony that we change it to a Minor Subdivision, which it is.”  

D. Capen spoke to looking at an aerial photograph, noting that the area is heavily forested, and he wondered how much of the tree cover will be removed.  Buermann said they are not proposing changes, but stated it would be up to the individual property owners.  Buermann said there is a clearing for septic.


J. Longo asked if wastewater permits are pending, and Buermann said when the State modified the wastewater rules, one paragraph was inadvertently omitted.  The rules have gone through staff attorneys and administrative review and should be decided by the Legislative Rules Committee in November.  If a decision is not made, it could cost an additional $13,000 per lot.

P. Lekkas confirmed this is now a Minor Subdivision, and J. Steffen said this hearing is to classify but said he did not think we would make that determination this evening.  P. Lekkas also asked about pedestrian traffic to which J. Buermann answered the residents might walk out to their mailboxes but he did not recommend walking on that section of road.

J. Longo motioned to recess this hearing until October 7, 2020, at 6 p.m. under Deliberative Session and invite the DRB Clerk to join us.


T. Wilder asked if he could ask a question, stating there is a plan to move the road north a little to make it safer.  He spoke to different theoretical scenarios which might present, and J. Steffen and J. Longo both spoke to the DRB addressing what is before it at the present time.  J. Longo spoke to moving the road as a State decision since the road in to the properties is on a state road.  Buermann said VTrans typically puts in a 2-year deadline and suggested that the road be in before the first house.

J. Longo said, “You’re not asking for a road waiver,” and Buermann said “No.”  There was more discussion about the road, the number of houses it would serve and that it would be a 2-lane road to support emergency vehicles.  Longo said these are some of the conditions the Board will discuss as part of the process.  Some of the questions posed by T. Wilder were unanswerable and dependent upon individual property owners and plans for their properties.  T. Wilder was told the answer to some of his questions might require a property owner coming before the Board at a later time.  J. Longo said after the project is classified, there is another list of rules and conditions that could be imposed.

The motion in place by J. Longo is to recess this hearing until October 7 at 6 p.m. under Deliberative Session and invite the DRB Clerk to join us.  J. Steffen seconded, and all voted in favor by voice vote.

6:53 PM
R. McDonald, J. Buermann and T. Wilder, present for this hearing, left the meeting.
6:54 PM
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS. 

ZAO Updates: -- E.S. Brown reported he has two subdivision applications.

Clerk – D. LeClair stated the Minutes noted on the Agenda will have to wait for review and signing until the next DRB meeting when the Board meets in person.  


Old Business.  



Stipend--Clerk advised Board members to make arrangements with Melissa to complete necessary documentation and provide required identification.    


Budget--Clerk advised that the Select Board is beginning Budget work, and Melissa will do a printout for the DRB preparatory to meeting with the Select Board at a later date.  

Upcoming Hearings


DRB meeting date October 7, 2020, will be a closed meeting for deliberative session.  Meeting dates for October 21 and November 4, 2020, are open at this time. 

7:03 PM
J. Steffen moved to adjourn the Grand Isle DRB meeting of September 16 at 7:03 p.m.  J. Longo seconded.  All voted unanimously in favor by voice vote.  The meeting closed at 7:03 p.m.

Prepared by Donna LeClair, Clerk


_______________________________      

_____________________

DRB Chair / DRB Vice Chair / DRB Member

Date
